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PREFACE. 



The compilers of this little work 
have been induced to attempt to fur- 
nish in a simple form, the views of 
Friends on the important subjects dis- 
cussed in the following pages, by ex- 
plaining and illustrating them in fami- 
liar discourse. The coloquial style 
was chosen, as best adapted to their 
design, affording facilities for occar 
sional remarks, of which no other, so 
readily admits, and as more likely to 
attract and fix the attention of the 
young, for whose benefit the work was 
particularly intended. Under, this view 
it is hoped that the form adopted will 
not be considered objectionable. 
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They have freely availed themselves 
of the labors of others, whenever they 
thought it would serve their purpose 
better, or as well, as original matter. 

The extracts have not always been 
marked as quotations, because verbal 
alterations and omissions seemed ne- 
cessary, but they have endeavored 
carefully to preserve the sense of their 
authors. 

Earnestly do they desire that all 
may endeavour to regulate their con- 
duct, and base their opinions on the re- 
ligion of which our Divine Lord is the 
Author and Finisher. 

Fhiladelphia, 5th mo, 1934, 



CONVERSATIONS, &c- 



CONVERSATION I. 

Dear mother, said Lucy, as she entered 
the parlour one morning, thou promised to 
tell us why we are called Quakers, and what 
is the meaning of that word. 

Mother. I did, and have only been wait- 
ing for a suitable time, when Edward, Anna, 
and thyself could sit down quietly with me ; 
that we might converse, not only on that 
subject, but on some others relative to our 
religious society. 

Lucy. Mother, is not this a suitable time as 
there is no school to-day. 

Mo. If you are ready to recite your scrip- 
ture lessons, we may, when that exercise is 
finished, spend the morning pleasantly and 
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profitably togather in conversation : but be- 
fore we take up the sacred volume, let ua 
,€ndeavour to have our minds gathered in si« 
lence before our great Creator, that we may 
be qualified in spirit to ask his blessing upon 
us through the day. Prayer^ as Montgomery 
be^utifuUy expressjes it^ 

<* Is the burden of a fA^ 

The fidlmg of a tear; 
The upward glancing of the eye 

Wbeu Qooe but God is near;.** 

After a pause the children repeated their 
lesjsonis— ^Isaiah Ixvi* 1« 2» ^^ Thus saith the 
Lord: the heaven is my throne, and the earth 
is my footeitool : where is the house that ye 
build unto met and where is the place of 
my rest 1 for all those things hath mine hand 
made, and all those things have been, saith 
the Lord : but to thii; man will I look, even 
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 
fixii who trembleth at my word." After 
some appropriate observations, their mother 
jsaid, The passage of scripture you have just 
recited, is a suitable introduction to our 
^pyersatiorn, J think it was Lucy who ex- 



pressed the wish to know why she was 
called a Quaker. 

La. Yes, mother, I want very mnch to 
know, because sometimes those who call us 
so, do it in ridicule, or reproach, and it hurts 
our feelings. 

Mo. To reply, then, to this question, I will 
relate the circumstance which gave rise to 
the name of Quaker. In the year 1650, 
George Fox, with whose name you are 
all familiar, was imprisoned at Derby for 
preaching the Gospel. It was perhaps at 
his first examination, that he was exhorting 
justice Bennett and some other persons who 
were in company, to tremble at the word of 
the Lord; on which the justice contemp- 
tuously called the friends of George Fox 
Quakers, by which name they have from 
that time been distinguished. 

Edward. But we are called Friends, as 
well as Quakers, are we not, mother ? who 
gave us that name? I like it a great deal 
better ; but I think I shall not be ashamed to 
be called a Quaker, now that I know it 
means trembling before God. 



8 

Mo. That is what we should all do, for 
the prophet Isaiah, in the fifth verse of the 
same chapter you are learning, says: "Hear 
the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his 
word ; your brethren that hated you, that 
cast yt)u out for my name's sake, said. Let 
the Lord be glorified : but he shall appear to 
your joy, and they shall be ashamed." 

AirjTA. Please, dear mother, now to go on 
with the account of our society. 

Mother. I shall, and I wish to encourage 
you to ask questions with freedom ; because, 
by the unreserved expression of our senti- 
ments, love and confidence are strength- 
ened. The religious society of which we 
are members, are called Quakers by the 
world, but we are known to each other by 
the name of Friends ; a beautiful appellation, 
and characteristic of the relation which man 
under the Christian dispensation, ought uni- 
formly to bear to man. The founder of the 
society was George Fox; he was born at 
Drayton in Leicestershire, England, in 1624, 
and was blessed with parents who were re- 
ligiously concerned to train him up in the 
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nurture and admonition of the Lord ; he was 
placed when young with a man who was a 
shoemaker, and who dealt in wool, and fol- 
lowed grazing, and sold cattle; but it appears 
from William Penn, who became a member 
of the society, and was acquainted with him, 
that he principally followed the country part 
of his master's business, an employment that 
very well suited his turn of mind, both for 
its innocency, and the retirement and time 
thereby afforded for reflection. He took 
great delight in keeping sheep, which was a 
just figure of his after ministry and service; 
and in his youth he manifested a seriousness 
of spirit, not usual in persons of his age. 
This seriousness grew upon him; as it in- 
creased he encouraged it, and in his twen- 
tieth year, in consequence of the impressions 
he had received, he believed himself called 
upon to withdraw from the world, and to 
devote himself to religion: and from 1643 to 
1646^ he appears to have given himself to 
meditation and prayer. His trials and exer- 
cises of ir ind continued; he fasted much, and 
with no companion but his bible, often walked 
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abroad in solitary places till night came on : 
even during the night, he frequently thus 
spent his time' in solitude and retirement from 
the world ; and was prepared in this state of 
seclusion, for the services to which he was 
particularly called. 

Aw. To what service was he particularly 
called, mother? 

Mo. Soon after passing through these dis- 
pensations, he was engaged to preach the 
Gospel, or, to use his own expressions, " De- 
clare the truth to others." At Duckenfield, 
some persons were convinced by his minis- 
try, and united with him ill Christian fel- 
lowship. He afterwards travelled in Not- 
tinghamshire and the neighboring counties, 
taking opportunities, when large multitudes 
were drawn together on various occasions, 
to turn people " from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God," fre- 
quently reproving them for their vices, and 
occasionally disputing with those who op- 
posed his doctrines. His ministry was so 
powerful, and his conduct so remarkable, 
that many came from far and near to visit 
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him ; and such was the success of his preach* 
ing, that in 1648 and the two years preceed- 
ingy several meetings were established, and 
his fellow-professors were gathered to the 
teaching of Christ in themselves, by that 
light, spirit, and power which broke forth 
daily more and more wonderfully, so that 
some of them began to promulgate the truths 
of the everlasting Gospel; among whom was 
Elizabeth Hooton, the first person George 
Fox mentions as uniting with him in his re- 
ligious views, and who publicly espoused the 
doctrines professed by Friends. 

Ed, Have we any ground in scripture 
for believing that women are authorzied to 
preach ? 

Mo. I think we have : it seems self-evident, 
that had the apostle disapproved of their mi- 
nistry, he would not have given directions, 
respecting the appearance of women, as well 
as men, when engaged in the solemn act of 
praying, or prophesying. In the Old Testa- 
ment, there are examples of women, who 
were impelled to speak to others on matters 
of religion by the immediate influences of 
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the Holy Ghost. Miriam^ Deborah, and 
Huldah are expressly denominated prophet- 
esses, and the wife of Isaiah was a prophet- 
ess. In the New Testament, we find the 
aged Anna in the temple^ speaking of Christ, 
to all them that looked for redemption in 
Israel. Paul denominates Priscilla his helper 
in Christ, and he entreats the believers, say- 
ing* " Help those women who labored with 
me in the Gospel, with Clement also ajid 
with other my fellow-laborers, whose names 
are in the book of life." 

Lu. Were women allowed to preach ia 
any other religious society ? 

Mo. Sewely the historian of Friends, in- 
forms us, that in a book published at Dordt 
in 1647, it was stated that among other so- 
cieties in London, there were women who 
preached in laTge meetings, and were heard 
by many with great satisfaction ; and more 
Fecently we have the testimony of the emi- 
nent Adam Clark, a member of the Methodist 
society, in favour of females exercising the 
office of ministers of the Gospel. Perhaps 
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Edward may be willing to read ust this inte- 
resting passage from his auto*biography. 

Ed. I will read the extract with pleasure, 
mother :•— 

" I have this morning heard Mary Sewel 
preach; she has a good talent for exhortat- 
tion, and her words spring from a heart, 
that evidently feels deep concern for the 
soids^of the people, and consequently her 
hearers are interested and effected. I have 
formerly been no friend to female preaching, 
but my sentiments ^re a little altered. If 
God give a holy woman a gift for exhorta- 
tion and reproof, I see no reason why it 
shouM not be used. This woman's preach- 
ing has done much good ; the fruits of it may 
be found copiously in different places of the 
circuit Such women should be patterns of 
all piety, of unblamable conversation, correct 
and useful in their families, and furnished to 
every good work. This certainly is the cha- 
racter of Mary Scwel ; may she ever main*> 
tain itr'^ '^ And she did maintain it, but she^ 
died soon after, as she had lived ; in the faith 
and consolation of the GospeL" 

B 
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Lu. Thou saidst, mother, that George Fox 
tried to turn people to the light of Christ in 
their own hearts : what does that mean ? 

Mo. The light of Christ in the heart is 
the manifestation of the spirit of truth, given 
to every man to profit withal, of whose ope- 
ration you are all sensible, reproving you for 
sin, and giving you sweet peace when you 
are obedient to its teachings. To this inward 
monitor, George Fox desired to turn the at- 
tention of his hearers : he had been experi- 
mentally convinced of the insufficiency of 
human teaching, not under the influence of 
the Holy Ghost ; and of the efficacy of that 
inward anointing, of which the apostle John 
speaks : " Ye have an unction from the Holy 
One, and ye know all things." " The anoint-' 
ing which ye have received of him abideth 
in you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you : but as the same anointing teacheth you 
of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and 
even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in 
Him." Here is an account which furnishes 
an interesting illustration of this important 
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doctrine — ^it was given by an ancient, wor- 
tliy friend — read it, my dear Lucy, 

Lu. " And now, friends," said she, " I will 
tell you how I was first convinced, 1 was 
young at that time, and lived in Dorsetshire, 
when George Pox came to that county ; and 
he having appointed a meeting, to which 
people generally flocked, I went among the 
rest; and in going along the road, this query 
arose in my mind : What is it that I feel 
which condemneth me when I do evil, and 
justifieth me when I do well — ^what ia it? 
In this state I went to the meeting. It was 
a large gathering, and George Fox rose up 
with these words : * Who art thou that que- 
riest in thy mind — ^What is it that I feel, 
which condemneth me when I do evil, and 
justifieth me when I do well ? I will tell thee 
what it is — lo! he that formeth the moun- 
tains, and createth the wind, and declareth 
unto man what is his thought ; that maketh 
the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the 
high place of the earth ; the Lord, the God 
of Hosts is his name. It is he by his spirit 
that condemneth thee for evil, and justifieth 
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thee when thou doest well. Keep under its 
dictates, and it will be thy preserver to the 
end." To this narration the ancient Friend 
added, " It was the truth, the very truth, and 
I have never departed from it" 

Mo. I trust, my precious children, that 
you are practical believers in this leading 
principle in religion, a principle on which. 
Friends deem it their duty in a particular 
manner to insist, because it is man's only 
-preservation against sin. We are all fur- 
nished with this inward guide or monitor, 
who makes his voice known to us, and if 
faithfully obeyed and closely followed, will 
infallibly conduct us to true virtue and hap- 
piness, by leading into a real conformity wiUi 
the will of God. These operations of the 
lioly spirit in the soul, teach us what is right 
and what is wrong, in a perceptible or intel- 
ligible manner. Thus the Psalmist prayed : 
^* O send out thy light and thy truth : let them 
lead me ; let them bring me unto thy holy 
hill, and to thy tabernacles;" The light and 
Irutfa for which he thus prayed, could not be 
the written law, of which he was already in 
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possession, but the light of God's counte- 
nance, and the truth revealed by his spirit in 
the heart ; and these, according to the views 
of the Psalmist, were at once perceptible 
and powerful, for they were to lead him in 
the way of righteousness, and to bring him 
to the holy hill and tabernacle of God. 

Ed. Dear mother, this is a very satisfac- 
tory and interesting explanation. 

Mo. Let us ever keep in view, that the 
unspeakable blessing of ** the grace of God, 
that bringeth salvation, and which hath ap- 
peared unto all men, teaching us that deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously and godly, in this 
present world;" is communicated to us 
through the mediation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, according to the testimony of the 
evangelist John, respecting him. "In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 
And the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us: and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 

2B 
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&11 of grace and truth. And of his fullness 
loLve all we received, and grace for grace. 
For the law was given by Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus ChrisL" 

Lu. How often, dear mother, has my 
heart been softened and my eyes overflowed 
with tears, when I have been reading to thee, 
the history of the crucifixion of our blessed 
Saviour. 

Mo. The sufferings and death of Christ, 
is a subject of the deepest, interest ; and I 
greatly desire that you may be gradually 
prepared to understand, and participate in 
the redemption which is through his blood, 
both by a belief of the truth as recorded in 
the Scriptures, and the sanctification of his 
Spirit in your own hearts. He laid down 
his precious life a voluntary sacrifice upon 
the cross, for our sakes. He bore our sins 
in his own body on the tree, that we being 
dead to sin, should live unto righteousness ; 
by whose stripes we are healed. And if any 
man sin we have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther, even Jesus Christ the righteous. And 
he is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
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for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world : that as sin hath reigned unto death, 
^even so might grace reign through righteous- 
ness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

After a pause Edward said, May we re^ 
turn to the history of George Fox ? 
- Mo. Yes, my dear: there is much that is 
deeply instructive recorded of this eminent 
man, who was, I have no doubt, raised up 
by almighty power, for the special puQ)ose 
of reviving some of the most important doc- 
trines and testimonies of the Christian reli- 
gion, which had been nearly lost sight of, 
amidst the darkness and corruption that had 
overspread Christendom. Like the great 
apostle of the Gentiles, he suffered many 
things for the sake of Jesus ; for like him, he 
appears to have been a chosen vessel to bear 
the Saviour's name before his fellow-men, to 
whom he declared the unsearchable riches 
of Christ; and the following passage in his 
journal will show, that he believed himself 
called to the solemn office of preaching that 
Gospel which breathes salvation to all, by the 
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same divine authority which separated Paul 
to the work of the ministry. I should like 
Edward to read it to us. 

Ed. George Fox says, ** The Lord God 
and his son Jesus Christ sent me into the 
world to preach the everlasting Gospel. I 
was sent to turn people from the darkness to 
the light, that they might receive Christ Je- 
sus. I was to direct people to the spirit that 
gave forth the scriptures, by which they 
might be led into all truth, and up to Christ 
and God, as those had been who gave them 
forth. I was to turn them to the grace of 
God, and to the truth in the heart, which 
came by Jesus. I saw Christ died for all 
men, was a propitiation for all, and enlight- 
ened all men and women with his divine and 
saving light I saw that the grace of God 
which brings salvation, had appeared to all 
men, and that the manifestation of the spirit 
was given to every man to profit withal. 
Those things 1 did not see by the help of man, 
nor by the letter, though they are written in 
the letter ; but I saw them in the Hght of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by his immediate spirit 



n 



21 



and power, as did the holy men of God, by 
whom the scriptures were written ; yet I had 
no slight esteem for the holy scriptures; they 
were very precious to me, for I was in that 
spirit in which they were given forth : and 
what the Lord opened in me, I afterwards 
found was agreeable to them. I could speak 
much of these things, but all would prove too 
short to set forth the infinite love, wisdom, and 
power of God, in preparing me for the service 
he had appointed me to, letting me see the 
depths of Satan on the one hand, and opening 
to me on the other hand, the divine mysteries 
of his own everlasting kingdom." 

Mo. William Penn, speaking of George 
Fox, says, " He was remarkable for the in- 
wardness and weight of his spirit, the reve- 
rence and solemnity of his address, the 
fewness and fulness of his words ; his very 
presence expressed a religious majesty, yet 
he held his place in the church of God with 
great meekness, and a most engaging hu- 
mility." 

We must now close our conversation, as 
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the morning is far spent, perliaps this eve- 
ning when your father is at home, he may 
he willing to resume it with us, and give you 
:^me further information. 



23 



CONVERSATION 11. 

When the family was assembled in the 
evening, Edward said, Dear father, we have 
spent an interesting morning. Mother was 
giving us some account of George Fox, and 
she said perhaps thou wouldst tell us more 
respecting him, and give us some further in- 
formation about our religious society. Wilt 
thou indulge us with conversation instead of 
reading to-night? 

Fa. Yes, cheerfully ; it is a gratification 
to me, to^find that you feel interested in these 
subjects ; your dear mother and myself have 
designed to give you, as suitable opportunities 
presented, some instruction on the important 
doctrines and testimonies contained in the 
scriptures of truth. Have any of you a ques- 
tion to propose ? 

Ed. Yes, father, we should like to know 
why our meetings are sometimes held in 
silence. 

Fa. a state of inward retirement and 
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waiting upon God, appeared to George Fox 
essential to the performance of true worship, 
as well as for the exercise of gospel ministry, 
which requires a renewed qualification from 
Him, and fresh anointing of the Holy Ghost, 
to preach the word of life to the people. 
Worship being a communication between 
the soul of man and that divine Being who 
is a spirit, words are not essential .for the 
performance of this important duty: ac- 
cording to the dotrine of our blessed Re- 
deemer, "God is a spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and 
in truth:" the Psalmist says, "Truly, my 
soul waiteth upon God; from him cometh my 
salvation." And it is obvious, that a state of 
silence is in perfect accordance with that 
reverential awe ; that humble waiting upon 
God, and that dependence upon the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, which are main characteristics of 
true and living worship. The meetings of 
Friends have, therefore, always been held 
as they now are, either wholly, or partly in 
silence ; and it is an unmerited favour, that 
we are still permitted at seasons to experience 
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the cKvinc presence to cover our assemblies 
with a holy solemnity — to revive the spirits 
of the humble, and to revive the hearts of the 
contrite ones. 

Fa. Many instances have occurred of the 
powerful influence of Truth on the mind 
in silent meetings, one of which I will re- 
late. — ^Whilst Richard Jordan, who deceased 
within a few years, and was an eminent mi- 
nister of the gospel of Christ, lived in North 
Carolina, a neighbour of his, a man of note, 
felt a great inclination to hear him, and for 
this purpose attended several first-day meet- 
ings, but without attaining his object ; sup- 
posing he might have his wish gratified by 
attending the week-day meetings, he went 
several times, but still, Richard Jordan was 
silent This continued for several weeks, 
when he found the anxiety to hear his minis- 
try subside. During these silent meetings, 
another work wrought by the spirit of Truth 
in his heart, had been secretly going on, for 
he became gradually but feelingly convinced 
of the efficacy of silent worship, and in pro- 
cess of time united himself in membership 
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with Friends. Afterwards when his desire 
for outward preaching had yielded to a wil- 
lingness to hear the still small voice In the 
secret of his soul, then the sefal was r^rriovdd 
from the lips of that dedicated servant, and 
he was permitted again, vocally to minister* 
This is an instructive lesson, teaching us that 
God works as well toithauiy as with instru- 
ments, and that to Him alone, belongs all 
the glory of turning the sinner from the er- 
ror of his way, 

Lu. I think I have heard that our early 
Friends w^ere often disturbed in their meet- 
ings, and punished for assembling to worship 
God. 

Fa. This was the case to a very conside- 
table extent, as you will see when we come 
to read Sewel's and Gough's histories of the 
people called Quakers ; those works come 
next in order in our course of ecclesiastical 
history : the PuritanSj of whom we are now 
reading, preceded Friends a little. In Lonf- 
don and its suburbs, in 1662, there were no 
{ess than five hundred Friends imprisoned, 
either for frequenting meetings, or for !%- 
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fusing to swear : some in such narrow holev 
that there was scarcely room for every per* 
son to lie down at the same time ; and many 
who were not imprisoned, suffered for at- 
tending religious meetings ; especially at one 
meeting-house in London, where the soldiers 
frequently came, by order of the city magis- 
trates, armed with warlike weapons; and 
rushing in, beat them so violently, that many 
were grievously wounded, and some so se^ 
riously injured that they lived not long after; 
and their meeting-houses were not unfre- 
Quently closied by the public ailthorities. 

An. Did they then assemUeat each other's 
houses? 

Fa. The usual practice of those faithful 
servants of Jesus Christ, was to gather near 
their meeting-houses, by which means their 
assemblies were much more numerous. They 
felt it an imperative duty to acknowledge 
|hus publicly, whpn deprived of their places 
pf worship, their allegiance to the King of 
kings, remembering that "God who made 
the world, and all things therein, seeing that 
h^ is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not 
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in temples made with hands ;" they assemUed 
in humility and holy fear, to feel after, as 
the apostle expresses it, if haply they might 
find him, in whom we live, and move, and 
have our being. His blessed presence crown- 
ed their assemblies, and so precious were 
some of these meetings, that the ground was 
watered with tears of tenderness, gratitude, 
and devotion. Does my dear Anna remem- 
ber what David says are the sacrifices ac- 
ceptable to God ? 

An. Yes, father; " The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit : a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt nor despise." 

Ed, Were the meetings of Friends dis- 
continued, father, in consequence of so many 
being imprisoned ? 

Fa. No — ^wonderful to relate, the children 
having seen the firmness and faithfulness of 
their older friends, and having their hearts 
imbued with the same love to God, forsook 
not the assembling of themselves together, 
as the manner of some is, but suffered im- 
prisonment and unkindness rather than fore- 
go the privilege of public worship. Can 
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Lucy furnish us with any t^xt of scriptum 
where this duty is enjcnned ? 

Lu. I suppose, father, thou meanest the 
i^hortation of the appostle Pau} to the Ro* 
mans : ^' I beseech you, therefore, brethreii» 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a Hving sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service.'* 

Mo. A circumstance recited by George 
Fox, shows the spiritual nature of gospel 
worship and that as we experience its excels 
lent effects, we are redeemed from a depeuy 
dence upon outward means. He mentions 
coming into Cumberland in the year 1653» 
where there was a general meeting^of tbou^ 
sands of people. << A glorious and heavenly 
meeting it was ; for the glory of the Lord 
did shine over aU, and there were as many 
as one could well speak over, the multitude 
was so great. Their eyes were turned to 
Christ their teacher; and they came to sit 
under their own vine ; insomuch, that Fran- 
cis Howgill coming afterwards to visit them, 
found they had no need of words : for they 
were sitting under their teacher, Christ 3^ 

2C 



30 

sus ; in the sense whereof he sat down 
amongst them, without speaking anything-" 

Ed. Is there any account on record of the 
sufferings of young persons in support of the 
doctrines and testimonies of truth. 

Pa. I remember one which will be likely 
to interest you — ^the account of James Par- 
nel, a precious youth who was about six- 
teen years of age, when he appeared in the 
ministry ; and endured persecution unto 
death, in consequence of his faithful adhe- 
rence to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

Ed. About sixteen years of age ! Father, 
that seems wonderful. 

Fa. Yes, — it was a display of divine power 
which exemplifies the truth of that declara- 
tion, " God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things which are 
mighty;" for the preaching of this youth 
convinced many : — give me the first volume 
of Sewel's History, and I will read some 
parts of it to you. 

" James Parnel was born at Redford, in 
Nottinghamshire,and trained up in the schools 
of literature. He laboured very early in the 
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ministry of lihe Oospel, having been con* 
vinced by George Fox, when not quite six- 
teen years of age, and then embraced the 
truth ; though for that reason despised and 
« rejected by his relations. He was endued 
with great ability, and did not fear wherever 
he came, to call people to repentance. Being 
imprisoned at Cambridge for his zealous tes- 
timony, and afterward turned out of town, 
he soon came back and disputed with the 
scholars of the university ; but met with rude 
and bad treatment from them. In the be- 
ginning of this year he came into Essex, be- 
ing then about eighteen years of age, and 
preached the Gospel in several parts of that 
county ; and many received the word by his 
ministry. About the middle of the summer 
he came to Colchester, and there preached 
on a first day of the week in a great meeting 
appointed on purpose, so, that many were 
convinced of the truth preached by him. 
James Parnel spent that week in the said 
town, preaching and exhorting, to the con- 
vincing of many; though others were en- 
raged; insomuch that his godly zeal was 
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often rewarded with blows. Once he wa9 
struck by oqc with a great staff, who said, 
^ There, take that for Christ's sake ;' to 
which he meekly answered, * Friend, I do 
receive it for Jesus Christ's sakf^' Many 
other grievous affroi:rts hp bore without any 
appearance of anger, so that he was a re;^ 
pattern of pati^nc^ and meekness." 

" At Coggeshall he publicly defende4 
Friends agaifist an envious charge : and not 
)ong after, a justice followed him and struck 
him with his hand upon his back, saying that 
be arrested him in the name of the lord 
Protector. Parnjel, not knowing him to be 
ft magistrate, asked him where his writ was ^ 
jhe said he had one, but showed none. Then 
Pamel was hurried into a house," " and at 
last was committed to the common jail at 
Colchester, where none of his friends were 
suffered to come to him. The time of the 
sessions at Chelmsford being come, he with 
several felons and murderers was fastened 
to a chain, and thus led about eighteen milesr 
through the country, remaining chained both 
njght and day," 
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Several groundless charges were alleged, 
of which the jury could not agree to convict 
him 7 yet the court unjustly fined him forty 
pounds, and ordered him to lie in jail till the 
money was paid. 

*' He was carried back again to the pri- 
son, being an old ruinous castle, built, as it 
is reported, in the time of the ancient Ro- 
mans: the jailer was commanded nottofet 
any giddyheaded people (by which expres- 
sion they meant his friends) have access to 
him. The hardhearted keeper was wiliii^ 
enough to comply with this order, sufiering 
none to come to him, but such as abused him; 
and his wife set the other prisoners to take 
away the victuals brought him by his friends: 
and would not let him have a trundle bed, 
which they would have brought him; so that 
he was forced to lie on the cold and damp 
^ones. Afterwards he was put into tt hole 
in the wall, much like a baker's oven-; for 
the walls of that building, which is indeed a 
direful nest, are of an excessive thickness, as 
I have seen my^ielf, having been in the hole 
where this pious youth ended his days,* 
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M Being confined in the said hole, which was 
about twelve feet from thp ground, and the 
ladder too short by six feet, he must climb 
up and down by a rope on a broken wall, 
which he was forced to do to get his vic- 
tuals, or for -Other necessities : for though hii^ 
friends would have given him a cord and v^ 
basket to draw up his victuals, yet such was 
the malice of his keepers, that they would 
not suffer it." 

*' Continuing in this moist hole, his limbs 
grew benumbed, and thus it once happened^ 
that as he was climbing up the ladder, with 
his food in one hand, catching ^t the rope 
with tho other, he missed it, and fell down 
upon the stones, whereby he was exceedingly 
wounded in his head, and his body so bruised 
that he was taken up for dead. Then thfsy 
put him into a hole underneath the other ; 
for there were two rows of such vaulted 
pli^ces in the wall. This hole was called the 
oven ; and so little, that some bakfsrs' ovens 
where larger, though not so high. When the 
door of this place was shut, scarcely any air 
(^ou|d bo admittfsd, as thoro was neither win- 
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dow, nor aperture. And after he was a little 
recovered from his fall, they would not suf- 
fer him to take the air, though he was almost 
spent for want of breath : and though some 
of his friends offered their bond of forty 
pounds to the justice ; and another, lo lie 
body for body in his place, that Parnel might 
have his liberty to come to W. Talcot's 
house, and return when recovered ; even this 
was denied — nay, so immoveably were they 
set against him, that when it was desired 
that he might only sometimes walk a little 
in the yard, they would not grant it by any 
tneans: and once, the door of the hole being 
open, and he coming forth and walking in a 
harrow yard between two high walls, so in- 
censed the jailer that he locked up the holcj 
and shut him out in the yard all night, being 
in the coldest time of the winter. This hard 
imprisonment did so weaken him, that after 
ten or eleven months he fell sick and died." 
" When death approached, he said, * Here 
i die innocently.' A little after, he wai^ 
heard to say, * Now I must go ;' and turning 
•his head to Thomas Shortland, he said, *Thi8 
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d&atbmust I die; Thomas, I have seen great 
things 1 don't hold me, but let me go;' then 
he said> again * Will you hold me 1 to which 
Ann Langley answered, ' No, dear heart we 
will not bold thee 1' He had often said that 
one hour's sleep would cure him of all : and 
the last words he was heard to say were, 
* Now I go ;' and then stretched himself out 
and slept about an hour,, and breathed his 
last Thus this valiant soldier of the Lamb 
conquered through sufferings.'* 

An. This is indeed an affecting narrative; 
it reminds me of some of those who were 
martyrs to their love of Jesus Christ in the 
early ages of Christianity. Sometimes when 
I have been listening to the tortures inflicted 
on the primitive Christians, and the Wal- 
denses, I have been ready to leave the room; 
for it seenfled too much to bear : but I have 
vemembered what mother often tells us when 
we are visiting the poor ; that to turn away 
from the sight of misery will not strenghthen 
the mind, and what they have to endure we 
should surely be willing to witness. 

Mo. Yes ; not only to wituessibut to com- 
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pare the ease and comfort we are in posses- 
sion of, with the sufferings we behold ; that 
our hearts may be filled with gratitude to 
our bountiful Creator, for all the privileges 
and benefits with which we are surrounded. 

Lu. I often think of the difference, mother, 
and fear I should not stand my ground, if I 
lived in an age of persecution, it is so hard 
to bear pain ; yet I think nothing has con- 
vinced me more of the truth of religion, than 
the accounts of thousands who have laid 
down their lives rather than renounce it 

Mo. I am thankful it has had so good an 
eflfect on thy mind : it was remarkably my 
own case in very early life; though surround- 
ed with gayety and fashion, and initiated 
when young into the sins of fashionable life, 
yet when a child I spent many an hour over 
Fox's Book of Martyrs, and shed many tears 
in isecret over their sufferings. 

Fa. Do any of you remember of whom 
Jesus Christ says he will be ashamed? 

Ed. I do, father, I believe ; " For whoso*- 

ever shall be ashamed of me, and of my 

words, of him shall the Son of Man be 

D 
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if 

ashamed, when he shall come in his own 
glory, and in his Father's and of the holy 
angels." 

Mo. Precious indeed is the promise, " He 
that loseth his life for my sake, shall find it*" 
Fa. Is there any other subject on which 
you wish for information ? 

Ed. Why are Friends never educated par- 
ticularly for the ministry ? In the memoir 
qI — . — it is mentioned that he spent seve- 
ral years in a theological seminary, prepar- 
ing himself for the duties of the ministerial 
office. And why do not our ministers re- 
ceive a compensation for preaching ? 

Fa. When the Saviour of the world was 
personally on earth, he chose twelve disci- 
ples, who w^ere afterwards called apostles, 
and sent them forth to preach the Gospel of 
life and salvation : by selecting them from 
the humble walks of life, he clearly mani- 
feMed that he did not deem human learning 
essential to prepare a man for the ministry. 
His commission to them was, " Preach, say- 
ing, * the kingdom of heaven is at hand :' 
•* Freely ye have received, freely give. 
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Thus he bestowed on them a gift in the mi- 
nisiry, and charged them not to receive a 
recompense for exercising it. Friends believe 
that Jesus Christ is the high-priest of the true 
sanctuary, and that he alone can call and 
qualify his servants to declare unto others 
the glad tidings of redemption through him, 
in demonstration of the spirit and of power. 
He is the dispenser of all spiritual gifts, and 
neither natural talents, nor human acquire- 
ments can give any claim to the office of a 
minister of the Gospel of Christ, or qualify 
any one to fill that important station in the 
church. Tell me, Edward, what the apostle 
Paul says of himself in the third chapter of 
Ephesians, on this subject. 

Ed. I will look for it, father : here it is ; 
"I was made a minister according to the 
gift of the grace of God, given unto me by 
the effectual working of his power. Unto 
me, who am less than the least of all saints, 
is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable- riches 
of Christ." 

Mo. I hope you now understand, my chil- 
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dren, why Friends cannot receive money for 
preaching the Gospel of Christ Before leav- 
ing this subject, I will relate what George 
Fox says of the growth of this true ministry, 
by the reception of the Lord Jesus, in his 
spiritual appearance at that day : — 

" The plants of the Lord grew and flou- 
rished, the heavenly rain descending, and 
God's glory shining upon them; many mouths 
were opened by the Lord to his praise ; yea, 
to babes and sucklings he ordained strength.'' 

Ed. Thou saidst, father, that Friends were 
imprisoned for refusing to swear ; why can- 
not they swear? 

Fa. I expect all my children can repeat 
from the thirty-third to the thirty-seventh 
verse of the fifth chapter of Matthew, part 
of our Saviour's beautiful sermon on the 
mount ; I should like Anna to recite the pas- 
sage. 

Aw. " Again, ye have heard that it hath 
been said by them of old time, thou shalt not 
forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the 
Lord thine oaths ; but I say unto you. Swear 
not at all : neither by heaven ; for it is God's 
throne : nor by the earth ; for it is his foot- 
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stool : neither by Jerusalem ; for it is the city 
of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear 
by thy head, because thou canst not make 
one hair white or black ; but let your communi- 
cation be, yea, yea ; nay, nay : for whatso- 
ever is more than these, cometh of eviL" 

Fa. Now, my dear children, do you think 
it is possible to take an oath of any kind 
without violating this commandment ? 

All the Children. No, father. 

Mo. Desiring to conform their practice in 
this respect, to the injunction of him, who is 
Lord over all, blessed for ever. Friends could 
not take an oath, even to attest their loyalty, 
although they believed it right strictly to 
adhere to the rules left in holy writ, respect- 
ing obedience to their rulers. If Anna will 
look for it. Tit. iii. 1, I should Hke to hear it 
read. 

An. I have found it, mother. " Put them 
in mind to be subject to principalities and 
powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to 
every good work." 

Fa. a belief in the bad tendency of oaths, 

prevailed to some extent even among the 

D2 
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heathen : the Phrygians, Scythians, and Arabs 
disapproved of oaths ; an Arab proverb says, 
" Never swear but let thy word be yes, or 
no." The sacred Scriptures were not used 
for the unholy purpose of sanctioning oaths, 
until the year 528, when the corruption in 
the Christian world had greatly obscured 
that Gk»spel which brought life and immor- 
tality to light Now Lucy turn to the epistle 
of James — he was one of the companions, 
and apostles of his divine master, and must 
have understood his meaning. 

Lu. It is the 12th verse of the 5th chapter, 
" But above all things, my brethren swear 
not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, 
neither by any other oath ; but let your yea 
be yea, and your nay, nay ; lest ye fall into 
condemnation." 

Mo. Now, Anne, as we have concluded 
our remarks respecting oaths, thou mayest 
ask thy father for further information on the 
subject we touched upon this afternoon; I 
could not then, enter upon it. 

An. I was enquiring, father, why that man 
came yesterday and took uncle to jail ; Mo- 
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ther says it was because he could not pay a 
militia fine. I had rather have paid ten dol- 
lars, than go to jail for it must be a dismal 
place, and the man he went with looked so 
unkind — I wonder he did not pay the money. 

Fa. I hope thy wonder will cease when 
I explain the reasons, why Friends would 
rather suffer imprisonment, than pay the fine 
which is exacted of them for not being will- 
ing to learn, or practice the art of war. 

We have often told you when we have 
been reading the Bible, that the religion of 
Jesus Christ was a religion of peace : Lucy 
may find the account of the Angel announc- 
ing the birth of the Redeemer to the shep- 
herds. 

Lu. It is in Luke, 2d Ch, " And there were 
in the same country, shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them ; and they were sore afraid, and 
the angel said unto them, fear not : for, be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you 
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is born this day, in the city of David, a Sa- 
viour, which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you : ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly Host, 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth, peace, good will 
toward men." 

Fa. Will Edward please to read us the 
6th V. of the 9th Ch. of Isaiah. 

Ed. I can repeat it, father, for I was read- 
ing it this morning, and admiring its beauty 
and sublimity; " For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given, and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder; and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of peace." 

Mo. Can my dear Anna recollect the be- 
nediction, bestowed by the Prince of Peace 
in his sermon on the Mount, on the peace 
makers ? 

Aw. " Blessed are the peace makers for 
they shall be called the children of God." 
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Fa. Here are three passages out of that 
precious volume, which is able to make us 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. What do they teach us ? I 
think they all set forth, that peace is a strik- 
ing characteristic of the religion of the Savi- 
our of men. Now will Lucy please to read 
this extract from Bates's Doctrines. 

Lu. Yes, father : " The prophecies of Isaiah, 
not only denominate the promised Messiah 
the * Prince of Peace' but his government 
is thus remarkably described. *But with 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity, for the meek of the 
earth : and he shall smite the earth with the 
rod of his mouth and with the breath of his 
lips shall he destroy the wicked.' Here the 
protecting providence of God, as exercised 
over his dependent servants, and particularly 
over the meek, is brought into view. 

" The prophet goes on to describe the effects 
of the prevalence of his kingdom. *The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid : and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling to- 
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gather, and a little child shall lead them. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed, their 
young ones shall lie down together ; and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 
sucking child shall play on the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice den. They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain." 

" And he shall judge among the nations and 
shall rebuke many people; and they shall 
beat their swords into plough-shares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks ; nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they. learn war any more. O ! house of Ja- 
cob, come ye and let us walk in the light of 
the Lord.' 

" If we apply the forepart of this prophecy 
to the feeUngs of men, we shall find a re- 
markable testimony to the regenerating, re- 
novating power of the gospel, as described 
by the prophet. The principle of violence 
and cruelty — the spirit of war as exemplified 
in the lion, the leopard, and the bear and 
the deadly serpent, was to be changed — ^the 
disposition to do wrong was to be eradicate 
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ed — the lion eat straw as the ox, and a h't- 
tle child (the emblem of innocence) to lead 
them." 

Fa. In these prophecies the divine power 
and providence are set foxth in the first 
place. And then the peaceable nature of 
Christ's kingdom is described in a manner so 
clear as not to be easily misunderstood. In- 
deed the practice of war, and even the learn- 
ing of war, were to cease in proportion to 
the prevalence of the kingdom of the Mes- 
siah, or as the mountain of the Lord's house 
became exalted above the hills. " Let this 
mind be in you which was also in Christ Je- 
sus," said the apostle ; and the precepts of 
our Lord, exemplified in his meek, forgiving, 
non-resisting spirit, are clearly the precepts 
of peace. " Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, and pray for them that des- 
pitefuUy use you and persecute you, that ye 
may be the children of your father which is 
in heaven." Was our Saviour amusing his 
audience with imaginary excellence ? Was 
he enjoining impossibilities ? Certainly not ; 
his own conduct on the cross illustrated his 
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precepts. " Father, forgive them, they know 
not what they do," was the language of the 
compassionate Redeemer in the hour of na- 
tures extremity. The apostle Peter clearly 
sets forth the example of Jesus for our imi- 
tation. Anna may read the passage ; here 
it is. 

Aw. " For what glory is it, if when ye be 
buffeted for your faults ye take it patiently ? 
But if when ye do well and suffer for it, ye 
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
For even hereunto were ye called, because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex- 
ample that we should follow his steps ; who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth ; who when he was reviled, reviled 
not again : but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously." 

Fa. If then my dear Anna, a follower of 
Christ ought not to return evil for evil, dost 
thou think he would be excusable in the Di- 
vine sight, if he paid another for breaking a 
commandment, instead of doing it himself, 
or even if he voluntarily contributed towards 
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purchasing those dreadful instruments of death 
which men use in war to destroy each other. 

An. No father, I see very Httle difference 
between violating a command one's self, or 
being instrumental in assisting another to do 
it. I think both must be criminal in the Di- 
vine sight. 

Ed. it seems very clear, I think, that 
Christianity entirely forbids all wars and 
fightings, and I think I am convinced of 
their incompatibility both with the precepts, 
and example of our Saviour, and hope I may 
be enabled when I am tried, to suffer loss, 
rather than refuse to acknowledge, that as a 
christian I cannot in any way contribute to 
war : yet I have always felt puzzled at the 
command given to the disciples, " He that 
hath no sword let him sell his garment and 
buy one." 

Fa. I am glad, my dear child, that thou 
hast mentioned the direction to procure a 
sword, as it affords an opportunity for ex- 
planation. Let us turn again to Bates's Doc. 
trines^ his remarks on this passage are, I 
think, clear. Here they are Edward. 

E 
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Ed. It will be a relief to have this satis- 
factorily explained: I will read the passage, 
father. " Here is an incident recorded by 
the Evangelist which deserves to be particu- 
larly noticed. When Jesus sent his disciples 
out, without purse or scrip — destitute of out- 
ward dependence for sustenance or safety, 
he reminded them that he sent them out as 
sheep among wolves. As the time of hfs 
crucifixion drew near, he recalled the event 
to their remembrance, and inquired of them 
if they lacked any thing, when thus sent out, 
destitute of every thing, but the presence of 
His Spirit, and the protection of His Provi- 
dence. And they could now acknowledge 
that they lacked nothing. But here he did 
not permit the lesson of instruction to close ; 
he called on them to provide for themselves 
with all the outward resources within their 
reach, money, clothing, and weapons of de- 
fence. Little could they do in this way. Of 
weapons they found two swords. This, though 
totally useless on the policy of the world, 
was enough for the purpose intended — to 
impress in a striking manner the lesson he 
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designed to convey. The little band of dis- 
ciples were thus provided, when the Jews, 
led on by Judas the^ traitor, laid hand? on 
their Divine Master. At this trying moment 
Peter, bold in his nature and prompt to do 
what man could do, drew his sword for the 
defence of himself, his dearest friends, and 
his Lord and Master. * Put up again thy 
sword into his place,' was the Divine com- 
mand, * for all they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword.' 

" Thus in his divine wisdom and conde- 
scension, he was pleased to place them in a 
situation, the most sensibly to feel the extent 
of his precepts, in relation to non-resistance. 
He also reminded them of the power he 
could command. Nor was it necessary that 
legions of angels should be summoned to his 
aid. Though it was then his intention to sub- 
mit, though every thing in his appearance 
was simple, humble and non-resisting, his 
enemies went backward and fell to the 
ground." 

" But passing on with the narrative, * His 
disciples forsook him and fled ! What a 
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striking contrast do these events form, with 
those to which their attention had so lately 
been called ! When sent without means, not 
even staves to lean upon, even the devils 
were subject to the power with which they 
were clothed. But now with all the re- 
sources of defence they had been able to 
provide, " they-were scattered as sheep with- 
out a shepherd.' 

" On a review of this portion of Scripture, 
we are forcibly impressed with the convic- 
tion that our Lord, in directing swords to be 
provided for that particular occasion, did 
not intend that they should be used as wea- 
pons of offence or defence, but to afford an 
opportunity to prohibit the use of them for 
ever. His query to Peter, * Thinkest thou 
that I cannot now pray to my Father, and 
he shall presently give me more than twelve 
legions of angels,' &c. clearly proves that he 
never looked to his disciples for protection, 
and that he wanted not the sword for that 
purpose. But he goes further to show its un- 
lawfulness, and the injury that they whouse 
it inflict on themselves, by saying, * For all 
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they that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword," and connecting the two circum- 
stances together, as he did, he brought them 
to see, and what is more, to feel the differ- 
ence there is between depending on him 
alone, and any reliance we can place on our- 
selves and the resources within our reach. 

" But why should we go into a more mi- 
nute detail of evidence to prove that Jesus 
Christ, both in his precepts and example, led 
his disciples from the spirit and practice of 
war ? No two things can form a more strik- 
ing contrast, than his character and that of 
a military man. If then our Lord had no- 
thing of the spirit of war about him, and if 
we are bound to imitate his example, then 
war is totally incompatible with the Chris- 
tian character." 

An. I think, brother, that is quite satisfac- 
tory; I hope all thy doubts are now dis- 
pelled. 

Ed. They are. I am very glad I read 
that passage, for doubt is painful on any im- 
poitant subject ; however, though I was per- 

E2 
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plexed, I hope it would not have made me 
shrink from duty. 

Fa. I wonder thy mind has not been ar- 
rested before with it, as we have read that 
book in the family ; it is a proof how often 
we may hear, without comprehending the 
meaning of our author. 

An. I think conversation about what we 
read, impresses it on the mind as well as 
adds to its interest. 

Lu. In the Ecclesiastical History, we 
have been reading, it is stated that Christians 
did not bear arms during the two first cen- 
turies after the. Christian era. 

Mo. Dost thou remember any of the au- 
thorities ? 

Lu, Ireneus, who lived in the latter part 
of the second century, says that the prophe- 
cies of Isaiah and Micah had been fulfilled ; 
for Christians, in his time, had changed their 
swords and lances into instruments of peace, 
and knew not how to fight. 

Ed. Here is another passage in Bates* 
Doctrines I should like to read. 

Mo. We shall all like to hear it, I expect 
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Ed. " Within about forty years after the 
crucijfixion of our Lord, the city of Jerusa- 
lem and the whole nation of the Jews, were 
broken up in a manner that has no parallel 
in history. At that time the number of Jews 
who had embraced Christianity was very 
considerable. About ten years before this, 
it was that Paul attended the meeting of 
Elders, &c. at Jerusalem, when they said 
unto him, « Thou seest, brother, how many 
thousands of Jews there are who believe.* 
We may fairly conclude, that the number 
had increased in the course of time which 
had elapsed, between this period and that at 
which Jerusalem was besieged by the Ro- 
mans. But, however numerous they might 
be, it appears that they took no part in the 
wars of that eventful period. Relying on 
divine protection, and guided by divine re- 
velation, they left the city of Jerusalem, and 
all the land of Judea, and resorted to a vil- 
lage beyond Jordan, called Pella. And here 
they were so effectually preserved, that it 
does not appear that one single Christian 
perished." 
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Mo. A beautiful and encouraging illustra- 
tion of the power and willingness of the Om- 
nipotent, to preserve those who put their 
trust in him. " Trust in the Lord, for in the 
Lord Jehovah there is everlasting strength." 

Fa. Connected with ourselves, as a reli- 
gious society, and nearer to our own times, 
is the remarkable preservation of William 
Penn and his friends, who, for 70 years, 
while they administered the afiairs of go- 
vernment, lived in peace with the Indians 
and with the more dangerous Europeans; 
whilst in almost all the other colonies the 
tomahawk and the hatchet, the rifle and the 
sword were resorted to, to maintain even the 
semblance of peace : and when at last this 
state assumed a warlike character, it was 
assailed like the rest, and experienced the 
calamities of war. Thomas Chalkley, a 
Friend, who was travelling in New Eng- 
land, in the year 1704, says, " The Indians 
were very barbarous in the destruction of 
the English inhabitants, by which the coun- 
try was greatly alarmed, both night and day: 
but the great Lord of all was pleased won- 
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derfuHy to preserve our Friends, especially 
those who kept faithful to their peaceable 
principles, according to the doctrine of 
Christ. Among the many hundreds who were 
slain, he heard but of three Friends; and 
their destruction was very remarkable. The 
two men used to go to labour without any 
weapon, depending on the Almighty for pro- 
tection : but a spirit of distrust taking place 
in their minds, they took weapons of war to 
defend themselves ; and the Indians, who had 
seen them several times without them, and 
let them alone, saying * they were peaceable 
men, and hurt nobody, therefore they would 
not hurt them,' now seeing them with guns, 
and supposing they designed to kill the In- 
dians, shot them dead. The woman left her 
habitation, and went to a neighbouring fort, 
but becoming uneasy with her situation, she 
concluded to leave it ; as she was moving, 
the Indians lay by the way and killed her. 
The daughter of this individual remained 
quietly in their dwelling, telling her husband 
he must not ask her to move, as she durst 
not do it : she, with her family, escaped the 
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fearful death of her mother, and witnessed 

the mighty power of the Lord in keeping 

and preserving them, when the Indians were 

at their doors and windows, and at other 

times.*' 

Ed. Those are remarkable accounts, and 

speak a language of encouragement to faith- 
fulness, if we look only to self-preservation. 

Mp. But I hope my son thou art aware 
that it ought to be a sense of religious duty ; 
no motive merely selfish, can be acceptable 
in the sight of that holy being, who requireth 
truth in the inward parts. 

Fa. The extraordinary preservation of 
Friends during the awful scenes which oc- 
curred in the rebellion of 1798, in Ireland, 
is thus noticed in an authentic document is- 
sued by the Yearly meeting in Dublin: — 
" It is worthy of commemoration, and cause 
of humble thankfulness to the Preserver of 
men, that amidst the carnage and destruc- 
tion, which frequently prevailed in some 
parts, and notwithstanding the jeopardy in 
which some Friends stood every hour, and 
that they had frequently to pass through 
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companies of violent and enraged men, in 
going to, and returning from our religious 
meetings, that the lives of the members of 
our Society were so signally preserved." 

Mo. As a close to our proofs of the in- 
consistency of war with the principles of 
Christianity, Edward may read us this in- 
teresting account taken from the " Acts of 
Ruinart," of a young man who suffered 
death rather than be enlisted as a soldier. 
It clearly proves that among the early con- 
verts to the blessed religion we profess, war 
was considered incompatible with Chris- 
tianity. 

Ed. This is the account mother wishes me 
to read. 

" Maximilian being brought before the tri- 
bunal, in order to be enrolled as a soldier, 
Dion, the proconsul, asked him his name. 
Maximilian, turning to him, replied, ' Why 
wouldst thou know my name ? I am a Chris- 
tian, and cannot fight' 

." Then Dion ordered him to be enrolled, 
and when he was enrolled, it was recited 
out of the register, that he was five feet ten 
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inches high. Immediately after this, Dion 
bade the officer mark him. But Maximilian 
refused to be marked, still asserting that he 
was a Christian. Upon which Dion instantly 
replied, * Bear arms, or thou shall die.' 

" He answered, • I connot fight if I die. I 
am not a soldier of this world but a soldier 
of God.' Dion then said, * Who has persuad- 
ed thee to behave thus V Maximilian an- 
swered, * My own mind, and he who called 
me,' Dion then spoke to his father and bade 
him persuade his son. But his father observ- 
ed, that his son knew his own mdnd, and 
what it was best for him to do. 

*^ After this had passed, Dion addressed 
Maximilian again in these words : * Take 
thy arms and receive the mark.*^ *I can 
receive,' said Maximilian, ^ no such mark, I 
have already the mark of Christ* Upon 
which Dion said ^ I will send the quickly to 
thy Christ.' * Thou mayest do so,* said 
Maximilian, * but the glory will be mine.' 

^' IMon then bade the officer mark him. But 
Maximilian still persisted in refusing, and 
spoke thus : ^ I cannot receive the mark of 
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this world, and if thou shouldst give me the 
mark, I will destroy it. It will avail nothing. 
I am a Christian, and it is not lawful for me 
to wear such a mark about my neck, when 
I have received the saving mark of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, whom 
thou knowest not, who died to give us life, 
and whom Gk)d gave for our sins. Him, all 
we Christians obey. Him we follow, as the 
restorer of our life, and the author of our 
salvation.' 

'' Dion instantly replied to this : ' Take thy 
arms, and receive the mark, or thou shalt 
suffer a misei'able death'— -^^ But I shall 
not perish,' said Maximilian,' ^ my name is 
already enrolled with Christ— I cannot 
fight' 

** Dion said, ' Consider then thy youth, and 
bear arms. The profession of arms becomes 
a young man.' Maximilian replied, <My 
arms are with the Lord — >I cannot fight for 
any earthly consideration — I am now a 
Christian.' 

** Dion, the Proconsul s^d, * amoofg thto 

life gutods of our masters, Dioclesaia and 

F 
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Maximinian and Constantius, and Maximus, 
there are Christian soldiers, and they fight.' 

" Maximilian answered, * They know best 
what is expedient for them, but I am a Chris- 
tian, and it is unlawful to do evil.' 

" Dion said, * Take thy arms, despise not 
the profession of a soldier, lest thou perish 
miserably.' 

" • But I shall not perish,' says Maximilian, 
* and if I should leave this world, my soul 
will live with Christ the Lord.' 

" Dion then ordered his name to be struck 
from the roll, and when this was done, he 
proceeded, * Because out of thy rebellious 
spirit thou hast refused to bear arms, thou 
art to die by the sword.' 

" Maximilian replied, * Thanks be to God.' 

" He was twenty years, three months, and 
seventeen days old ; and when he was led to 
the place of execution, he spoke thus: • My 
dear brethren endeavour with all your might, 
that it may be your portion to see the Lord, 
and that he may give you such a crown.' 
And then with a pleasant countenance, he said 
to his father, * Give the executioner the sol- 
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dier's coat Ihou hast gotten for me, and when 
I shall receive thee in the company of the 
blessed martyrs, we may also rejoice toge- 
ther with the Lord.' 

" After this he suffered. His mother, Pom* 
peiana, obtained his body of the judge, and 
conveyed it to Carthage, and buried it near 
the place where the body of Cyprian the 
martyr lay. And thirteen days after this his 
mother died, and was buried in the same 
place. And Victor, his father, returned to 
his habitation, rejoicing and praising God 
that he had sent before such a gift to the 
Lord, himself expecting to follow after." 

Fa. a striking instance of the power o* 
divine love, and an encouraging example, 
both in father and son, evincing the truth of 
the principles of peace, as fully as if his life 
had been preserved. 

Mo. It is now time for us to read our por- 
tion of Scripture : the martyrdom of Stephen* 
recorded in the acts of the Apostles, will 
afford a touching illustration of the power of 
Christianity. 

55. But he being full of the Holy Ghost, 
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looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of Grod. 

56. And said, Behold I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God. 

67. Then they cried out with a loud voice, 
and stopped their ears, and ran on him with 
one accord. 

58. And cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him ; and the witnesses laid down 
their clothes at a young man's Teet, whose 
name was Saul. 

59. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon 
God, and sajdng. Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit 

60. And he kneeled down, and cried with 
a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 
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CONVERSATION III. 

Pa. How shall we occupy this evening 1 
It makes my heart overflow with gratitude 
to the Father of mercies, to see you all in 
healthy and I trust in happiness; and I should 
like us to employ our time profitably. What 
does mother say 1 shall it be reading or con- 
vef sation ? 

Mo. I think, by the anxious looks that 
await the decision, it will be rather a disap- 
pointment to our children if we resume our 
reading this evening ; they have some ques- 
tions to propose, which they have no doubt 
their father can answer to their satisfaction. 
It has been pleasant to find, that the informa- 
tion they have received, relative to our reli- 
gious society, has interested them so much, 
that they are desirous of obtaining more ; I 
have been absent from home this morning, 
and they have had ample time to reflect and 
prepare themselves. 

Fa. I am quite disposed to assist them in 
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their inquiries after truth. What is your 
difficulty ? 

Lu. We want to know, father, why Friends 
do not approve of the complimentary phrases 
and practices, used by other religious people. 
Fa. As Friends desired to live in strict ac- 
cordance with the precepts of holy writ, and 
the pratices of holy men, they cultivated a 
deep inward acquaintance with the truth, as 
it was revealed in their hearts by Jesus 
Christ : and this led them more and mdre 
into simplicity of manners. George Fox 
was greatly grieved at the practice of tak- 
ing off the hat, and bowing the head to man, 
an act of obeisance which he believed should 
be rendered to the Lord alone. He says, 
'^When the Lord sent me into the world, 
he forbade me to put off my hat to any, 
high or low ; this being an honour invented 
by men, and what the proud looked for, who 
were therefore offended if it were not given 
unto them ; so that in the outward sign of 
J^I!??^ V distinction was admitted be- 

sSered H ^^^^'''' ^""^ ^'^ creatures." Many 
<^eeply for their testimony against 
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this vain custom, and even underwent impri- 
sonment and beating on this account. 

Ed. It seems almost incredible, that any 
man could be so unreasonable, as to beat 
another for such a trifle. 

Fa. It is an instructive comment on these 

words of our Saviour ; " How can ye believe, 

which receive honour one of another, and 

seek not the honour that cometh from God 

only ?" An humble man exacts not honour 

of his fellow-men ; he feels himself poor and 

unworthy ; and I believe the faithfulness of 

Friends in this respect has been a blessing, 

and has strenghtened those who maintained 

our testimony against this worldly honour 

and fashion, to manifest in greater things, 

that they were seeking for themselves the 

honour that cometh from God only. George 

Fox also felt himself required to address all 

persons without distinction, simply by their 

names ; he could not use the terms Mister and 

Mistress, Sir and Madam ; the example of 

our adorable Redeemer was the pattern he 

endeavoured to imitate, and a nonconformity 

to the world in these respects, he believed 
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essential. The same views still govern those 
members of our religious society, who are 
Quakers in principle, and not merely in pro- 
fession. 

Lu. I suppose then, father, that Friends 
adopted the use of the plain language on the 
same ground, because it is used throughout 
the Bible. 

Fa. Yes, my daughter, it is the beautiful 
language of Scripture, which however des- 
pised, will always, if spoken with correct- 
ness, preserve its dignified simplicity. Our 
venerable ancestors suffered much, for their 
faithfulness in this respect The rulers of 
that day would not submit to be thus ad- 
dressed, by those whom they considered un- 
civil and unlearned; and disregarding the 
high authority from which they derived 
their language, often inflicted severe punish- 
ment upon them for using it Kings and 
princes formerly, both among the Jews and 
heathen, were addressed in the singular 
number, and I believe, with few exceptions, 
all who approach the great Creator of hea- 
ven and earth in supplication, use the Ian- 
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guage of Scripture, viz. thou and thee. In 
the present day, too many of the members 
of our own religious society depart fro.ii the 
use of the plain language, not only in their 
intercourse with the world, but with each 
other ; thus bringing reproach upon our pro- 
fession. 

An. Why do Friends use numerical names 
to disignate the days and months ? 

Mo. Many of the names of the days and 
months, now in use, were given in honour 
of heathen deities ; and therefore believing 
it inconsistent for Christians to use them» 
Friends adopted the numerical names in 
speaking .of days and months, as the most 
simple and suitable appellations to desig- 
nate them. Those months which bear nu- 
merical names derived from the Latin, as 
September and October, do not now hold 
the places of seventh and eighth months in 
tliO calendar, and therefore they are not 
correct. 

Air. But how came heathen names in use 
among Christians ? that seems very strange ; 
please to explain it, mother. 
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Mo. I cannot enter upon it fully at present, 
but will just observe, that when the emperor 
Constantine the Great embraced Christianity, 
in the 312th year of the christian era, many 
of his subjects, in order to please their sove- 
reign, assumed the same religion; but as their 
change was only external, and made to gain 
the approbation of an earthly prince, without 
ever having experienced the baptism of 
Christ, which cleanses the heart, they con- 
tinued in many heathen practices, and 
amongst others, in the use of the names of 
pagan gods and goddesses, to designate the 
months and days. 

Ed. Please to tell us what othei: heathen 
customs where thus introduced amongst 
Christians. How satisfatory it is to know the 
origin of such things, and the reasons why 
we differ from other people. 

Fa. I am glad to hear that observation, 
Edward, and will cheerfully give you some 
further information. Thou mayest observe 
Friends do not keep the day called Christ- 
mas, or any other days called holy days. 
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Ed. Yes, father, that is one of the very 
things we intended to inquire about 

Fa. Keep in mind, my dear children, that 
whilst we are endeavouring to instruct you 
in the doctrines and precepts of Christianity, 
as we conceive them to be developed in the 
Bible, we do not intend to condemn those 
who believe it right to observe these days; 
but I may just remark that they are by no 
means generally kept among the various de- 
nominations of Protestants. Hand me that 
manuscript book, Edward ; there are some 
extracts in it from a work on the Prophe- 
cies, by that great and good man, Isaac 
Newton, which I should like thee to read 
to us. 

Ed. I see where it is, father. " The times 
of the birth and passion of Christ with such 
like niceties, being not material to religion, 
were little regarded by the Christians of the 
first age." 

** Gregory Nyssen, an eminent monk and 
bishop, tells us that after the persecution un- 
der the Emperor Decius, (A. D. 250,) Gre- 
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gory, bishop of Necesarea in Pontus, insti- 
tuted among all people as an addition, or 
corroUary of devotion towards God, that fes- 
tival days and assemblies should be cele- 
brated to them who had contended for the 
faith, i. e. to the martyrs. And he adds this 
reason for the institution : " When he observ- 
ed," saith Nyssen, "thatthe simple and unskil- 
ful multitude, by reasons of corporeal delight, 
remiained in the error of idols, that the prin- 
cipal thing might be corrected among them, 
viz: that instead of their vain worship, they 
might turn their eyes upon God ; he permit- 
ted that at the memories of the holy martyrs, 
they might make merry and delight them- 
selves, and be dissolved into joy." The hea- 
thens were delighted with the festivals of 
their Gods, and unwilling to part with those 
delights, and therefore Gregory to facilitate 
their conversion, instituted annual festivals 
to the saints and martyrs. Hence it came 
to pass, that for exploding the festivals of the 
heathen, the principal festivals of the Chris- 
tians were instituted in their room, as the 
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keeping of Christmas, with ivy and feasting, 
and playing and sports, in the room of the 
Bacchanalia and Saturnalia, ttie celebrating 
of May-day with flowers in the room of the 
Floralia, and the keeping of festivals to the 
Virgin Mary, John the Baptist, and divers 
of the apostles, in the room of the solemnities 
at the entrance of the sun into the signs of 
the zodiac, in the old Julian calendar." 

" Felix, Bishop of Rome, consulting the 
glory of the martyrs, ordained that sacrifi- 
ces should be celebrated annually in their 
names." 

" By the pleasures of these festivals, the 
Christians increased much in number, and 
decreased as much in virtue, until they were 
purified and made white by the persecution 
under Dioclesian, A. D. 284. This was the 
first step made in the Christian religion, 
towards the veneration of the martyrs, and 
in a short time ended in the invocation of 
saints." 

Fa. That holy spirit which guides into all 
truth, led Friends out of the observance of 

G 
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days and times, and they were strengthened 
in their views, by observing that such sea- 
sons were often marked by an unusual de- 
parture from that sobriety of conduct, which 
ought ever to govern the deportment of the 
Christian. These festivals are not now, I 
believe, observed among Protestants with 
dancing and mirth, but are kept as days for 
assembling for divine worship ; yet as their 
origin appears to have been a compliance 
with heathen customs, Friends cannot con- 
scientiously keep them. 

Mo. There is another extract in this book 
I should like Anna to read. 

An. It is an extract from an epistle issued 
by the Meeting for Sufferings in London, in 
1751:— 

" In the ages of popish superstition, not 
only the use of heathenish names and cus- 
toms were indulged, but also other unsound 
and unscriptural practices in religion, were 
invented and introduced. For when the 
profession of the Christian religion became 
national, multitudes of the heathen priests, 
whose interest lay in the performance of 
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rites, ceremonies and sacrifices, embraced 
prevailing Christianity from selfish views, 
and laboured early, with too much success, 
to find employment for themselves, by im- 
posing on the people a new set of ceremonies 
and sacrifices, bearing some resemblance to 
those which, in their former state of heathen- 
ism, they had been accustomed to. From 
thiscorruptsource sprang the popbh sacrifice 
of the mass, the celebration of which at par- 
ticular times, and on particular occasions, 
gave rise to the names of Michaelmas, Mar-; 
tinmas, Christmas, and the like. 

^* Seeing, therefore, that the appellation of 
days, months, and times, are of an idolatrous, 
or superstitious original, contrary to the di- 
vine command, the practice of good and 
holy men in former ages, and repugnant to 
the Christian testimony, borne by our faith- 
ful friends and predecessors in the truth, 
for the sake of which they patiently endured 
many revilings, let neither the reproach of 
singularity, nor the specious reasonings of 
such as would evade the Cross of Christ 
turn you aside from the simplicity of the 
Gospel." 
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Mo. 1 hope you now understand clearly, 
the reasons why Friends differ from other 
religious Societies in these respects. I think 
Lucy also wished to have some information 
relative to water-baptism ; perhaps her father 
will be kind enough to give it to her. 

Ed. I think we shall feel a greater interest 
in our society than we have heretofore done, 
and be influenced by higher motives and 
feelings, in endeavouring to live up to our 
profession. 

Pa. Remember, my dear child, there is 
but one motive, but one feeling that ought to 
govern the disciple of Christ ; and thou know- 
est what that is. 

Ed. Thou hast often told me, father, that 
the only safe motive was, the love of God 
shed abroad in the heart. 

Mo. Your father is anxious to lead you to 
that divine principle in the heart, whence this 
love proceeds, and we can all say, when w^e 
obey it, it is good to serve the Lord. 

Fa. With respect to water-baptism, on 
which Lucy wished for information, I believe 
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a careful examination of the Holy Scriptures 
will give you correct views upon the subject 
You will perceive that although this rite was 
practised by some of the early Christians, 
it is no where set forth by our adorable Re- 
deemer as part of his spiritual dispensation. 
I cannot, therefore, consider it true, that it 
is of Christian origin; on the contrary, there 
is reason to believe, that before the coming 
of Christ, this practice actually formed a 
part of the customary Jewish ritual. Mai- 
monides, who was a man of extraordinary 
sense and learning, and deeply versed in the 
laws and customs of the ancient Jews, has 
stated a variety of particulars respecting the 
baptism of proselytes. It appears from him, 
that about three days af^er circumcision, the 
convert to Judaism wa^ conducted during 
the daytime to a confluence of waters, whe- 
ther natural or artificial, sufficiently deep to 
admit of entire immersion. Having been 
placed in the water, he was instructed in 
various particulars of the Jewish law, by 

three scribes of learning and authority, who 

G2 
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presided over the whole ceremony ; and 
when these doctors had received his pro- 
mises of a faithful adherence to the Jewish 
institutions, and had fully satisfied themselves 
respecting his motives and condition of mind, 
the immersion of his whole person was com- 
pleted by dipping his head. He then as- 
cended from the water, offered his sacrifice 
to the Lord, and was thenceforward consi- 
dered as a Jew, and as a new or regenerate 
man. 

Ed. But, father, if Jesus Christ did not in- 
tend to establish water-baptism as a christian 
ordinance, why did he come to John to be 
baptized? 

Fa. Get the Bible, my son, and read the 
third chapter of Matthew ; we shall have oc- 
casion to refer to it. 

Ed. " In those days came John the Bap- 
tist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea. 

" And saying. Repent ye : for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. 

" For this is he that was spoken of by the 
prophet Esaias, saying. Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
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" And the same John had his raiment of 
camel's hair, and a leathern girdte about his 
loins : and his meat was locusts and wild 
honey. 

" Then went out to him Jerusalem and all 
Judea, and all the region round about Jor- 
dan, and were baptized of him in Jordan^ 
confessing their sins. 

" But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said 
unto them, O generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come. 

" Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for re- 
pentance. And think not to say within your- 
selves, We have Abraham to our father ; for 
I say unto you, that God is able of these 
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

" And now, also, the axe is laid to the root 
of the tree; therefore, every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. 

"I indeed baptize you with water unto 
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repentance ; but he that cometh after me, is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not wor- 
thy to bear ; he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire. 

" Whose fan is in his hand, and he will 
thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his 
wheat into the garner; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

" Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jor- 
dan unto John, to be baptized of him. 

" But John forbad him, saying, I have 
need to be baptised of thee, and comest thou 
to me? 

" And Jesus answering, said unto him, 
Sufler it to be so now, for thus it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suf- 
fered him. 

" And Jesus, when he was baptised, went 
up straightway out of the water : and lo, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him. 

" And lo, a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." 
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Fa. John the Baptist, you perceive, was 
sent as a voice crying in the wilderness to 
proclaim the approach of the Messiah ; to 
point him out upon his personal appearance 
to the people, to preach the necessity of re- 
pentance for the remission of sins, and to 
baptise with water, as prefiguring the spirit- 
ual administration of the Saviour, under the 
dispensation of the Gospel, in baptizing with 
the Holy Ghost, to the purification of .souls, 
and fitting them for an eternal inheritance 
with the saints in light. John came not to 
institute, but to precede and prepare the way 
for this glorious dispensation; he, therefore, 
represented the new covenant of the Prince 
of Life and Peace, under the title of the 
kingdom of heaven, which he declared to be 
at hand or near to take place. His baptism 
being of the same external nature with the 
rituals of the law, would have no more power 
to purify the heart. Like them, it was a 
figure for the time then present to shadow 
forth the one spiritual baptism, but no other- 
yrise requisite thereunto. Jesus, therefore, 
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having submitted to the ordinances of the 
law, not to give his sanction to their conti- 
nuance, but that he might fulfil them, as 
being of divine authority, and not then dis- 
anuUed, came also to John, to partake of his 
baptism, who being sensible of the power, 
and effectual operation of that spiritual bap- 
tism which Jesus Christ was about to intro- 
duce, exclaimed, ^* I have need to be bap- 
tized of thee, and comest thou to me ?" 

Lu. But, father, our Saviour replied, 
" Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness." And John did 
baptise him. 

Fa. As our Lord declared, it became him 
to fulfil all righteousness, he fulfilled the dis- 
pensation of John by submitting to his bap- 
tism, as he did that of the law, by submitting 
to its rituals, and thus confirmed their respec- 
tive authorities : — " Think not," said the Re- 
deemer, " I am come to destroy the law, or 
the prophets ; I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfil." And in fulfilling, he ended the legal 
dispensation as well as that of John, intro- 
ducing his own, which was of a pure and 



83 



spiritual nature. There was a peculiar pro- 
priety in this; for these typical rites and 
ceremonies, being of divine appointment, 
their force or obligation lasted till they were 
ended by the coming and sacrifice of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mo. I think there are in Bates* Doctrines 
some striking and beautiful remarks on the 
transfiguration of Jesus, in connection with 
this subject. Anna may read them. P. 229 
—30. 

An. " The transfiguration of our Lord on 
the mount, was a striking illustration of the 
several dispensations, their objects and dura- 
tion. It is recorded by the evangelists in 
the following words : " And after six days, 
Jesus taketh Peter and James, and John his 
brother, and bringeth them up into an high 
mountain apart, and was transfigured before 
them; and his face did shine as the sun, and 
his raiment was white as the light. And, be- 
hold, there appeared unto them, Moses and 
Elias, talking with him. Then answered 
Peter, and said unto Jesus, * Lord, it is good 
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for us to be here : if thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles, one for thee, and one 
for Moses, and one for Elias.' ' For he wist 
not what to say.' While he yet spake, be- 
hold a bright cloud overshadowed them : and 
behold a voice out of the cloud which said. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, hear ye him : And when the disci- 
ples heard it, they fell on their face, and 
were sore afraid. And Jesus came and 
touched them, and said. Arise, and be not 
afraid. And when they had lifted up their 
eyes, they saw no man save Jesus only. 
And as they came down from the mountain, 
Jesus charged them, saying. Tell the vision 
to no man, until the Son of man be risen 
again from the dead." Matt, and Mark. 
The concluding charge had allusion to the. 
completion of the vision, when Jesus, or his 
spiritual dispensation, was to be left alone, 
and not till that time was it seasonable, to 
impress its mystical application. 

« As he assumed that divine glory, as seen 
in his transfiguration, Moees and Elias were 
seen talking with him, for to him thus glori- 
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fied they pointed and bore testimony. And 
as they still appeared, that active disciple, 
though a little bewildered in his ideas, wished 
to continue that state of things and perpetu- 
ate it by building three tabernacles, one for 
Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elias. But 
while he yet spake, the error was corrected. 
For a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 
a voice saying, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased : hear ye him. 

" * And when they had lifted up their eyes, 
they saw no man, save Jesus only.' Moses 
and Elias were gone: they had done their 
office, and Jesus alone remained. Moses 
and Elias, who represented the law, and the 
baptism of John, had done their office, when 
the Son of Man was risen again from the 
niead, and they passed away. How vain 
would it then be to attempt to go back to a 
state in vvhich God was not all, and build ta- 
bernacles for those who must disappear ! 

" And thus it is with many pious minds 
since that day ; they wish to tabernacle with 
Jesus, but they want also the company of 
Moses and John the Baptist ; they see that 
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these have been honoured with the presence 
of the master in great glory, and that access 
to him has been gained through them : but 
that instructive voice remains to be heard : 
* This is my beloved Son, in vsrhom I am well 
pleased ; hear ye him.' And he is to remain 
alone. 

** Here Moses and Elias appeared together- 
talking with Jesus, which was verified in the 
continuance of the law, and the introduc- 
tion of John's ministration, and both in their 
full force, at the same time, after our Lord 
made his appearance. And as Moses (or 
the law) disappeared, so did John (or water- 
baptism.) And Jesus and his spiritual dis- 
pensation remains alone." 

Lu. How instructive those remarks are! 
I never before understood the transactions 
on the mount of transfiguration, as designexi 
to represent the different dispensations. 

Fa. That John understood his baptism did 
not pertain to the christian dispensation, 
seems evident, because he explicitly declared 
to those who came to be baptized of him, 
^* I indeed baptize you with water, but he 
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that cometh after me,'' or, whose ministra* 
tion shall succeed mine, *^is mightier than 
I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear ; he 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire; whose fan is in his hand, and he 
wiil ^thoroughly purge his floor, and gather 
his wheat into the garner, but he will bum 
cqp the chaff with unquenchable fire." John 
here shows the true distinction between his 
baptisno, and that of our Saviour ; the first 
with water, the last with the Holy Ghost 
And afterwards John told his disciples, when 
they were spe^ng to him of Jesus, " Ye 
yourselves bear me witness that I said, I am 
not the Christ, but that I am sent before him." 
** He must increase, but I must decrease." 
Indicating that as the spiritual ministration 
of Christ should advance, his watery ond 
should recede, not be joined with it Neither 
was the regenerating baptism of the spirit 
Consequent Upon it, when it was administered* 
for the Samaritans received the Holy Ghost 
some time after water-baptism. Acts viii. 16^ 
17. Cornelius and his friends received it 
before* and Simon the sorcerer received it 
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not at all, though he was baptized with 
water. The baptism pf the Holy Ghost, 
therefore, is not connected with water-bap- 
tism, nor at all dependent upon it. The 
baptism of the Saviour is complete in itself, 
without exterior form, or shadow. By its 
renewed impressions on the believing and 
attentive soul, the new birth of the spirit is 
brought forth therein, and in proportion to 
its growth and increase, the old man with 
his corrupt deeds becomes crucified, and the 
soul delivered and raised up into newness of 
life. 

A jr. Where any of the apostles baptized 
with water, father, when they became the 
disciples of Jesus Christ ? 

Fa. There is no mention made of their 
having been thus initiated into the Christian 
church. When Jesus called any to follow 
him, those who obeyed his call, became his 
disciples without any ceremonial. We find 
he accepted Peter, Andrew, John, James, 
Levi, Philip, Nathaniel, and Zaccheus, with- 
out either baptizing them, or directing them 
to be baptzed with water. As it was then 
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SO it remains to be ; those "who are obedient 
to his call, are his followers, whether they 
are baptized with water or not On the con- 
trary, those who obey not the internal mani- 
festations of his spirit, are none of his. True 
Christian baptism is a great and important 
work, the work of Christ himself, whereby 
the soul is measurably endowed with his 
virtues. "As many of you," said Paul, " as 
have been baptized into Christ, have put on 
Christ." To take the name of Christ, and 
be outwardly joined to any church, is wholly 
different from being endued with his holy spi- 
rit, which all who have been baptized into 
him certainly are. " If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature." 

Ed. Now, dear father, or mother, please 
inform us why Friends do not use the Lord's 
supper. Cousin was speaking of it lately, 
and she said she did not see how Friends 
could disobey so clear a command given by 
the Saviour : " Do this in remembrance of 
me." 

Mo. Friends as well as others, who love 
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the Lord Jesus with sincerity, partake of the 
Lord's supper ; but we do not believe that 
bread and wine have any connexion with it 
" The cup of blessing," saith the apostle to 
the primitive Christians, ** which we bless, 
is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ ?" (which is not the juice of the grape;) 
" the bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ ?" and this 
is not outward bread, either leavened or 
unleavened. In a memorable conversation 
between our blessed Redeemer and his fol- 
lowers, he says : " The bread of God is he 
which Cometh down fromJJ&^n, and giveth 
life unto the world. Then said they unto 
him. Lord, evermore give us this bread. 
And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread 
of life." After his assension our Saviour clear- 
ly set forth in the revelations to the apostle 
John, the spiritual nature of the Lord's supper, 
" Behold," said he, " I stand at the door, and 
knock ; if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and sup with 
him, and he with me." This is the true 
communion supper, of which all vital Chris- 
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tians partake in their own souls, where they 
meet with Christ " The kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost" Rom. xiv. 
17. " Let no man therefore judge you in 
meat or drink;" and surely bread and wine are 
meat and drink. But why t Because they 
" are a shadow of things to come but the 
body, that is the substance, is of Christ" 
Those who take bread and wine admit that 
It is no more than a sign or shadow, and 
therefore, we are not to be judged in dis- 
using it. 

Ed. How then do Friends dispense with 
• the expressions, " do this in remembrance of 
me." 

Mo. Jesus was then partaking with his 
disciples, of the Passover, which you know 
was instituted in commemoration of the 
flight of the children of Israel from Egypt 
It was a social repast, at which the head of 
the family usually presided himself, and it 
does not appear that the priesthood had any 
thing to do with the performance of this 
custom. They shall take to them every 
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man a lamb according to the house of their 
fathers. " Your lamb shall be without ble- 
mish, a male of the first year." " And the 
whole assembly of the congregation shall 
kill it in the evening." " And they shall eat 
the flesh in that night, roast witfi fire, and 
unleavened bread, and with bitter herbs, they 
shall eat it Eat not of it raw, nor sodden 
at all with water but roast with fire, his 
head with his legs and with the purtenance 
thereof." Now it appears to us that the 
language used by Jesus Christ, «* Do this in 
remembrance of me," was not designed by 
him to establish or perpetuate any part of 
this ceremony. The narrative of the feast* 
is related by Matthew and Mark, without 
those words ; Luke recites tfiem, and John, 
though he gives an account of the supper, 
and records more than any of the evange- 
lists, the sayings of Christ respecting the 
spiritual participation of his flesh and blood, 
says nothing of this conversation. At the 
same supper, however, he states that our 
Lord washed his disciples' feet, and after he 
had finished he mentioned the propriety of 
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calling him Lord and master, and added : ** If 
I then your Lord and JNIaster have washed 
your feet, ye also ought to wash one ano- 
ther's feet ; for I have given you an exam- 
ple, that ye should do as I have done to you." 
This was a very deliberate and striking act 
Peter objected to it, but the Lord told him, 
•" If I wash thee not, thou hast no part in me." 
His example and injunction furnish quite as 
•decided authority, to establish this as an or- 
.dinance, as the words, " do this in remem- 
■brance of me ;" yet Christians do not believe 
themselves bound to wash each other's feet 
:as a religious rite. The apostle Paul com- 
menting on these words, says: " This do ye, 
4XS ofi as ye drink it, in remembrance of me;" 
and again, ''for as often as ye eat this 
bread and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord's death till he come." To us this plain- 
ly indicates, that the apostle did not accept 
it as a possitive command, to continue the 
Passover or any of its concomitants; but 
that as often as any one chose to observe it, 
as they did other Jewish rites, it pointed to 
Jiis death, and should be done in remembrance^ 
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and doubtless with reverence of their crucifi- 
ed Lord. 

Fa. What is the meaning of the word 
Passover ? 

Mo. I think that Anna can inform us. 
An. The Israelites were commanded to 
sprinkle the blood of the lamb on the two 
side posts, and on the upper door post of the 
houses wherein they eat it, and God promis- 
ed them, that the blood should be a token 
upon their houses, and that he would pass 
wjer them, when he went through the land 
to smite the first-bom of the Egyptians. 

Mo. Another very important view is, that 
the ceremonies and sacrifices of the Jewish 
ritual, were all typical of the Messiah, who 
was to come, designed to keep constantly in 
remembrance this great event, whereby sal- 
vation from sitt was purchased for mankind ; 
but after Christ our Passover was sacrificed 
for us, ^^ in whom we have redemption through 
his bloody the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of his grace," all types and 
shadows were abrogated, as being no longer 
necessary. 
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Lu. Are friends the only religious society 
who have declined taking bread and wine 
as a religious ceremony 1 

Fa. I recollect one other in the early ages 
of Christianity, the Paulicians, who under- 
went much persecution, on account of their 
religion, but of whom the historian bears 
this testimony: " A confession of simple wor- 
ship and blameless manners, is extorted from 
Iheir enemies." 

Ed. There is no mention made of wine 
in the institution of the Passover ; how came 
it to be used 1 

Fa. As the Passover, in the age following 
its institution, was not to be killed or eaten 
in any other place, than where the Lord 
chose to {dace his name, which was after- 
wards at Jerusalem, it was suspended for a 
time. The Jews, however, retained the fes- 
tival of unleavened bread, wherever they 
dweh* At the last feast, in process of time^ 
they added the use of wine to the use of 
bread. The introduction of the wine was 
followed by the introduction of new customs. 
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The lord, or master of the feast, used to 
break the bread, and say, " Blessed be thou,. 
O Lord ! who givest us the fruits af the 
earth." He used to take the cup which held 
the wine, and say, " Blessed be thou, O Lord \ 
who givest us the fruit of the vine." When 
the Jews were fixed at Jerusalem, they re- 
vived the celebration of the Passover, and 
as the feast of unleavened bread was con- 
nected with it, they added the customs of 
the latter, and blended the eating of the lamb, 
and the use of bread and wine with their se- 
veral accompaniments of consecration, into 
one ceremony. Bread and wine had there- 
fore long been in use, as constituent parts of 
the Passover supper, when Jesus Christ took 
upon himself as the master of his own family 
of disciples, to celebrate it. 

Mo. Here is .an extract which explains 
the views of George Fox on the subjects we 
have been discussing, and the Society of 
Friends accord with them. Will Lucy read 
it for us ? 

Lu. The subjects of water-baptism and 
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the Lord's supper, as it is called, claimed 
his serious consideration, the result of which 
was, that they were no longer necessary ap- 
pendages to the church of Christ, though 
they might have been used for a season, in 
condescension to the weakness of the early 
believers, many of whom being of the Jew- 
ish nation, were much attached to those 
things which were connected with their legal 
ceremonies. The mind of this enlightened 
man, however, saw them to be like those 
carnal ordinances, which were imposed only 
for a season, and he not only laid aside the 
use of them, but endeavoured to draw the 
minds of his hearers to that inward and spi- 
ritual grace, of which the latter is declared^ 
by its very advocates, to be only a sign ; and 
whilst incapable of communicating the sub- 
stance of true religion, these ceremonies are 
often a means of inducing those who use 
them, to rest in the shadow. .The disuse of 
them, therefore, appeared to him most con- 
sistent with the spirituality of the Gospel 

dispensation. 

I 
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Mo. It is getting late, my children ; we 
will conclude our evening with a portion of 
the Holy Scriptures, and endeavour to com- 
mit ourselves unto our faithful Creator. 
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CONVERSATION IV. 



Fa. We designed examining this evening, 
part of the third and fourth queries annually 
addressed to Friends. Are you provided with 
any scripture selections on the points they 
refer to ? 

Ed. Yes, father, we are prepared with 
some texts, but not a great many. 

Fa. This is a part of the third query. 
" Are Friends careful to bring up those under 
their direction, in plainness of speech, beha^ 
viour, and apparel ?" Plainness of speech, 
or the practice of using the plain language, 
has been already examined. Simplicity of 
behaviour means an unaffected humble de? 
portment, that leads us to treat all persons 
with due respect, and is opposed to the flat- 
teries of the world, and its complimentary 
modes of salutation, which have their origin 
in pride. And my dear children, let me 
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caution you against an error, which is too 
prevalent, viz. that simplicity is inconsistent 
with politeness and gentleness of manners ; 
for I am convinced that nothing does, or 
can impart such peculiar sweetness to the 
character, as the hallowed influence of the 
holy spirit of Christ in the heart. This beau- 
tifies and ennobles those who submit to its 
sanctifying power. 

Mo. Next comes the subject of apparel ; 
arid I hope each of our children can produce 
something on that head. 

Ed. I find it is a serious subject, although 
it appears like a little thing. Mother select- 
ed a passage for me, in the third chapter of 
Isaiah, and said she wished to read it her- 
self. 

Mo. The desire of ornamenting the person 
originates in vanity, and is evidently calcu- 
lated to encourage that passion, so prevalent 
among the thoughtless and the gay ; but if 
we were to bear in mind the importance of 
our standing, as intellectual and spiritual 
beings, accountable to our great Creator for 
the time and talents which he has graciously 
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lent to us, we could not indulge in pursuits 

and gratifications, which have a tendency to 

lessen the dignity of the Christian character. 

The passage in Isaiah begins at the 16th 
verse : " Moreover, the Lord saith, because 

the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk 
with stretched-forth necks and wanton eyes, 
walking and mincing as they go, and making 
a tinkling with their feet : therefore the Lord 
will smite with a scab the crown of the head 
of the daughters of Zion. In that day the 
Lord will take away the bravery of their 
tinkling ornaments about their feet, and thei): 
cauls, and their round tires like the moon, 
the chains, and the bracelets, and the muf- 
flers, the bonnets, and the ornaments of thje 
legs, and the head-bands, and the tablets, and 
the ear-rings, the rings, and nose-jewels, the 
changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, 
and the wimples, and the crisping-pins, the 
glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and 
the veils. And it shall come to pass, that 
instead of sweet smell, there shall be stink, 
and instead of a girdle, a rent ; and instead 
of well set hair, baldness, and instead of a 
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stomacher, a girding of sackcloth, and burn- 
ing instead of beauty. Thy men shall fall 
by the sword, and thy mighty in the war, 
and her gates shall lament and mourn ; and 
she being desolate shall sit upon the ground." 

Fa. What fearful denunciations, and yet 
how many of the ornaments there mentioned 
are worn in the present day 1 It often covers 
my mind with sadness to see the changeable 
suits of apparel, the continually varying 
fashions, which even some amongst us who 
think themselves simple, indulge in ; it beto- 
kens a love of the world which is painful, a 
conformity to it which is humiUating. Doubt- 
less the judgments so solemnly threatened, 
were faithfully fulfilled by the great Jehovah, 
yet man goeth on still in his wickedness. 
The prophet says, " Israel doth not know, 
my people do not consider ;" and every day's 
observation attests the truth of this declara- 
tion. 

Mo. I have no doubt these vain ornaments 
were borrowed from the heathen ; they are 
still to be found in many, if not all.the places 
where Christians have visited the heathen. 
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and deeply have some of them deplored the 
injury which the cause of Christ sustains, 
from those who bear his name indulging in 
vain and extravagant apparel. Here is an 
extract from that excellent letter of A. Jud- 
son, to the female members of the Christian 
churches in the United States of America, 
which Lucy may read. 

Lu. " Let me appeal to conscience, and 
inquire what is the real motive for wearing 
ornamental and costly apparel 1 Is it not the 
desire of setting off one's person to the best 
advantage, and of exciting the love and ad- 
miration of others ? Is not such dress calcu- 
lated to gratify self love, to cherish the sen- 
timents of vanity and pride ? And is it not 
the nature of those sentiments, to acquire 
strength from indulgence ? Do such motives 
and sentiments comport with the meek, hum- 
ble, self-denying religion of Jesus Christ ? I 
would here respectfully suggest, that these 
questions will not be answered so faithfully 
in the midst of company, as when quite 
alone, kneeling before God." 

An. I think my text is exactly suitable : 
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it is 1 Tim. ix. 10: <«In like manner, that 
women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety, not with 
broidered hair, or gold or pearls, or costly 
array, but which becometh women profess- 
ing godliness, with good works." 

Lu. And mine is equally applicable, 2 Pet 
iii. 3, 4, 5 ; *^ Whose adorning, let it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 
or of wearing of gold, or of putting oq of 
apparel ; but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even, 
the ornament, of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price* 
for after this manner the holy women also 
who trusted in God adorned themselves." 

Mo. To strengthen you in forming correct 
views on this subject, which must be inti- 
mately connected with religion, or a prophet 
und apostles would not have been inspired 
to mention it, I am willing to relate two cir- 
cumstances which I know to be true. During 
the last illness of a man, in whose chamber 
of suffering I passed many hours, and whose 
ficttachment to his children was almost inor- 
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dinate, as we were anxiously watching him 
one day, he asked for some assistance, and 
his daughter eagerly advanced to render 
it ; but as she bent over him, he closed his 
eyes, saying, ** Oh my childj I cannot let 
you do it — I told you I could not bear to see 

those curls ; let cousin come." Tears 

filled her eyes as she retired fronj his 
bed, and she put back her curls, — ^but it 
was only an evanescent feeling. When her 
father was gone, she returned with avidity 
to the world, and its pernicious amusements, 
one of the many sad monuments of the love 
of the world, which deadens, if it does not 
destroy the finer affections of the heart. A 
similar remark was made by a precious 
Christian, whom it was a privilege to visit ; 
her chamber felt like a sacred enclosure — 
peace and holy love were there. She observ- 
ed to a Friend who went to sit up with her : 
^* I am glad you have come : if you had not, 

was coming, and she wears curls, and 

frills, and veils : Oh ! if she knew how such 
things looked around a bed of death, she 
would not come here with them* I often 
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shut my eyes, for I cannot bear to see them ; 
they are not fit foi Christians." Here are 
the testimonies of two persons under differ- 
ent circumstances, both enabled to see by 
the light of the holy spirit in their hearts, 
that the love of dress and the indulgence of 
Tanity were inconsistent with religion. 

Pa. " The advantage of plain apparel 
over that of an ornamental character, will 
be most properly appreciated by those, who 
de»re to devote their time and talents to 
their Redeemer, and who are looking for- 
ward to the day when they must render to 
the Judge of all flesh, an account of their stew- 
ardship." 

Lu. I think mother nearly subdued in me 
the love of dress, by telling me she was look- 
ing for assiefts^nce from mOx in regulating bro- 
ther f^nd sister. From th»t time I have not 
feU M if I coqI4 solicit (my indulgence whici^ 
^ disapproved^ or that vTouId injure them. 
I feU 90 grateful for her confidenooi and so 
persufuled that one who thqs treated me ^9 
f^ friend would not thwart me, without be? 
lieving it to be her religious duty, that I coul4 
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not repay my mother's tenderness, by caus- 
ing her to wound her peace. I shall never 
forget that sWeet conversation. 

Mo. It has been a great comfort, and I 
believe I may say a strength to us, my dear 
children, that the confidence of true love 
exists between us ; that you consult us be- 
cause you wish to do right, and desire our 
assistance without feeling afraid that your 
wishes may be crossed. 

Fa. We have felt for you, and sympa- 
thized with you in your trials and privations, 
and by affording you rational and intellec- 
tual gratifications, and engaging with you in 
your literary pursuits, have endeavoured to 
manifest our interest In your pleasures, and 
to sweeten your labour by participating in 
it, thus hoping to elevate your minds above 
tiie trifling indulgence of personal vanity. 

Lu. I never saw the wisdom of the advice 
against the use of mourning habits, in our 
discipline, until lately. But when my cousin 
was suffering under the affliction occasioned 
by die death of her mother, and I heard het 
asked so many questions^ about her mourning 
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dress, I thought, if I were visited with such 
a bereavement, I should long for quiet, and 
that my mind would revolt at the inquiries 
made of her ; and they were very painful to 
her : " Do it any liow," she said, " only do» 
not ask me ; I cannot attend to it." 

Mo. I remember she said, "how could 
any one suppose I wanted fashion at such a 
time ?" These incidents show that after wit- 
nessing the awful realities of a death-bed 
scene, we often clearly see the vanity of such 
things, and the necessity of not being con- 
formed to this world, but of being transform- 
ed by the renewing of our minds. 

Fa. There can be.no true sorrow but in 
the heart. William Penn says : The mourn- 
ing that is fit for a Christian to have, on the 
departure of beloved relations and friends, 
should be worn in the mind, which is alone 
sensible of the loss." 

Mo. It is one of those injurious fashions of 
the worldv against which we are required to 
bear a faithful testimony. There is nothing to 
recommend the practice of wearing mourn- 
ing habits ; they are neither more comforta- 
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ble nor more convenient in seasons of afSic* 
tion, than the garments which are laid aside, 
and are often designed to indicate sorrow 
where really there is none. The evil of this 
custom presses hard on the poor, who are 
governed by the tyrannical influence of those 
fashions adopted by their superiors. I knew 
a poor widow who spent the earnings of six 
weeks in purchasing mourning. She was 
taken sick not long after with rheumatism, 
and when I questioned her as to the cause, 
she said she had neither flannel nor blanket 
These articles were obtained for her, and I 
endeavoured to show her the folly of her 
conduct; she observed, " I am sorry for it, 
but I thought I must wear mourning for my 
husbund." 

Fa* Joseph John Gurney, speaking of 
plainness of speech, behaviour, and apparel, 
says : 

•* They form an external bulwark by which 
FrieQds as a religious society are partially 
separated from the world, and u), some de« 
gree defended from itg influence. Our pecu- 
Uariticis consist of a series of testimonies 
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'which we believe it to be our duty to bean 
In thus running counter to many of the cus- 
toms of other religious societies, it is plain 
that we have a path of some trial and diffi- 
culty to tread, but if we sacrifice these pro- 
tecting peculiarities by which we are now so 
providentially surrounded, we should in all 
probability become completely mixed up 
with general society." 

We may now proceed with our query, 
" In frequent reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures.'' 

Lu. I have the only text we could find. 
John iii. 39. ** Search the Scriptures, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
are they, which testify of me, and ye will 
not come to me that ye might have life,*' 

Mo. Perhaps that is the only text which 
explicitly requires the reading of the Scrip- 
tures ; but the Jews are commanded to lay 
op the words of the law in their hearts, and 
teach them to their children. Look for it, 
Anna. Deut, vi. 4 — ^9. 

An. "Hear, oh Israel, the Lord our God 
is* one Lord. And thou shalt love the Lord 
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thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy sQul, and with all thy might. And these 
words which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart, and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt bind them, for a sign upon 
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets be- 
tween thine eyes. And thou shalt write 
them upon the posts of thine house and upon 
thy gates." That is very interesting, father ; 
I should like to hear some other passages. 

Pa. Perhaps mother has some others in 
store for us. — Although the passage thou hast 
just read refers to the Jewish law, yet I think 
it clearly implies the necessity of Christians 
instructing their children in the doctrines and 
precepts of Jesus ; and we may observe that 
the allusions in the New Testament to the 
Scriptures mean the Old Testament, because 
no other writing then existed under that 
name. 

Mo. Yes, that is the case with several 



112 

passages I have been looking for, which are 
worthy of our attention. Edward may read 
them for us. 

Ed. The first is, 1st Tim. iii. 15. &c. 
" And that from a child thou hast known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation, through faith, which 
is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, and for in- 
struction in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works." The other is Rom* 
XV. 4. " For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime, were written for our instruction, 
that we through patience and comfort of 
> the Scriptures, might have hope.** 

Fa. Here is unequivocal testimony to the 
Value of the Scriptures ; and the advantages 
strongly inculcated, of early habituating those 
cmder our care, to a serious and frequent pe* 
rusal of them. 

* Friends are accordingly earnestly solici'^ 
tons, that their children should be instructed 
in the doctrines and precepts of the christian 
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religion, as contained in the Holy Scriptures; 
and that they should be diligent in reading 
those excellent writings, which plainly set 
forth the miraculous conception, birth, holy 
life, wonderful works, blessed example, meri- 
torious death, and glorious resurrection, as- 
cension and mediation of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. They have ever desired 
that they should be educated in these import- 
ant truths, as well as in the belief of the man- 
ifestation and operation of the Holy Spirit in 
the heart. 

Lu. What are penicious books mother 1 
Mo. All novels, romances, and plays, whe- 
ther in poetry or prose, may emphatically 
be so denominated. They are a silent under- 
mining mischief, secretly, but hardly less cer- 
tainly, than bad company, destroying the puri- 
ty of the mind, and the nice perception be- 
tween right and wrong. There is one test, to 
which we may all bring our reading. What- 
ever indisposes us for the perusal of the 
sacred volume, and makes that feel dull 
and heavy to us, is pernicious, and should 

be sedulously avoided. William Grovej says, 
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** If thy reading tends to give thee a hum- 
bling view of thyself, and of thy mciny frail- 
ties and infirmities, and to increase the ar- 
dour of thy mindy in the pursuit of divine 
help, of inward quietude and sweet enrich- 
ing peace, thou mayest conclude it is good 
for thee." 

Fa. Legh Richmond, I think, in a letter 
to his daughter, unequivocally proscribes the 
novelist and many of the poems which are 
only nets to catch young minds in the maze 
of Satan. " It is a maxim in regard to books, 
as well as companions, that what does not 
improve invariably injuiijes. Few things in 
this world are merely negative, or harmless, 
they either do us good when sanctified by 
the spirit, or they do us harm by stealing 
our hearts from God." " Never," he con- 
tinues, ** be without a book in daily reading, 
of a direct, spiritual, and devotional tenden- 
cy, one that will make the vanities of time 
and sense appear unworthy of your notice." 

Mo. An instructive lesson is afibrded, on 
the subject of novels, by the case of a young 
woman, a member of our society, who died 
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a few years ago. She had indulged in the 
pernicious practice of reading works of fic- 
tion : but when languishing on a bed of suf* 
fering, with eternity in view, she felt deeply 
flieir injurious tendency, and anxious to pre- 
serve her beloved sister from the evil shcf 
had sustained by the perusal of them, calling 
her by name, she said in an impressive man- 
ner, "Do not read novels — I charge thee 
not to read novels." 

The query concludes: "And from the 
corrupt conversation of the world." We have 
endeavoured to keep our dear children as 
much as possible from the contaminating in- 
fluence of bad company, yet you have been 
exposed at school and elsewhere, to frivolous 
and unprofitable conversation. What says 
the Bible on this important subject ? 

Lu. There are many texts on that subject, 
from which I have selected a few. The first, 
is Psalms 1. 23. " To him that ordereth his 
conversation aright, I will show the salva- 
tion of God." 

Our Saviour is very plain on the subject 
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of conversation. To the Pharisees he said, 
"How can ye being evil speak good tilings? 
For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh. A good man out of the 
good treasure of the heart, bringeth forth 
good things, and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I 
say unto you, that every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof 
in the day of judgment For by thy words • 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 
shalt be condemned. Matt, xii 34. to 37. 

Paul to the Corinthians, says, 1 Cor. xv, 
33. " Be not deceived, evil communications 
corrupt good manners." To the Ephesians, 
i V. 29. " Let no corrupt communication pro- 
ceed out of your mouth, but that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may mi- 
nister grace unto the hearers. And grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all 
bitterness and wrath, and anger and cla- 
mour, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice." To the Philipians, i. 
27. " Only let your conversation be as it 
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becometh the gospel of Christ" iii.20. "For 
our conversation is in heaven, from whence 
also we 4ook for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Fa. That is a beautiful and appropriate 
selection, my dear Lucy, and it is gratifying 
because it evinces reflection, which is inva- 
luable; to be able to think is no small attain* 
ment, and like other good habits, it is ac- 
quired by degrees and gains strength by 
practice. 

Ma May we not pass on to the fourth 
Query? 

Fa. Yes, we will take up that part of it 
respecting places of diversion. Read it, 
Anna. 

An. '< Are friends careful to discourage 
tfie frequenting of taverns and places of di- 
version t" 

Fa. Among the "places of diversion," 
open in the present day to allure the foot- 
steps of poor unthinking mortals from the 
path of peace, the theatre holds a prominent 
place ; and sorrow cannot but fill the hearts 
of those who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity, 
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to find that some of the members of a reli- 
gious society, professing to walk under the 
influence of the precious principle of Truth 
in the heart, have so far departed from its 
holy dictates, as to witness exhibitions, which 
setting religion aside, are utterly at variance 
with the feeUngs of modesty, which even mo- 
rality inculcates, and to listen to the awful 
profanation of that sacred name, which, who- 
ever taketh in vain, is not held guiltless. 
All who voluntarily sanction by their pre- 
sence, or support by their money these haunts 
of dissipation and vice, are partakers of the 
crime. ** You could not,*' says William 
Law, ^<see a play but what abounded with 
thoughts, passages, and language, contrary 
to tlie Christian religion.'* 

Mo. Our distinguishing dress is often a 
preservation to young persons, from enter- 
ing such places, and whoever throws it off, 
loses, at least, one safeguard to virtue, and 
breaks down a hedge. Do any of you re- 
member what Solomon says on this subject? 

Bo. I da» for father called myattentionto 
it lately^ '' Whoso breakelh a hodge a ser- 
pent shall bite hink** 
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Mo. You understand it is a figurative ex- 
pression, which means that whenever we do 
wrong, we will suflfer for it. 

A5. Please to tell me, father, where thea- 
trical exhibitions originated. 

Fa. Amongst the heathen, in the polished 
but polluted nation of the Greeks. The first 
design was to mend the morals of the peo- 
ple, but the theatre soon degenerated into an 
organ of corruption, so that even the virtu- 
ous among them counted it an evil. Some 
of the primitive Christians, who were con- 
verts from heathenism, have left their testi- 
mony for our instruction ; they looked upon 
theatres as "consistories of immorality;" 
they affirmed that things were spoken there 
which it did not become Christians to hear, 
and things shown there, which it did not be- 
come Christians to see; that while these 
things polluted those, frofn whom they came, 
they polluted those, in time, in whose sight, 
or hearing, they were spoken, or shown. 
They also believed " dramatic exhibitions" 
produced a frame of mind, contrary to that 
which should exist in a Christian breast, that 
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eternally happy or miserable, to abstain from 
every thing which disqualifies the mind for 
prq)ar]ng for that unutterable state of bliss 
which "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him." 

Fa. At some time I should like to take Ed* 
ward and his sisters to the House of Refuge, 
and read them some of the sad accounts re- 
corded there of the fearful effects of frequent- 
ing the theatre. In not a few instances, it 
was with the poor children who are its in- 
mates, one of the first steps in the road to 
ruin ; and these are facts which should have 
great weight with all, who are anxious to se- 
cure a place of eternal rest and peace in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Mo. There is another very important view 
.to be taken of this subject. If we go to a 
-theatre, or to any other improper place, we 
allure others, by our example, to do the same, 
and thus have a double portion of guilt to 
bear. Avoid the theatre, then, my children, 
as you would avoid a serpent ; the sting of 
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death is sin, and sin is in the theatre in one 
of its worst forms. 

Lu. Do not Friends disapprove of balls, 
mother 1 

Mo. They do so, my child, and consider 
them one of those vain amusements which 
are repugnant to modesty and Christian gra- 
vity. Adam Clarke, speaking of dancing, 
describes its evil tendencies in appropriate 
terms* He says, ^< I consider it as a branch 
of that wordly education, which leads from 
heaven to earth, from things spiritual to things 
sensual, and from God to Satan. Let them 
plead for it who will, I know it to be evil, 
and that only. They who bring up their chil- 
dren in this way, or send Uiem to those 
schools were dancing is taught, are conse- 
crating them to the service of Moloch, and 
cultivating the passions so as to cause them 
to bring forth the weeds of a fallen nature, 
with an additional rankness, deep-roofed in- 
veteracy, and inexhaustible fertility.*' He 
had tned it, and he says it is '* an unmixed 
moral eviL** 
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Pa. Very nearly approaching to this perni- 
cious assembling of men and women togeth- 
er to dance, is the practice too prevalent 
amongst us, of large numbers of young per- 
sons of both sexes, meeting to pass the even- 
ing together at tea-parties, as they are called ; 
the extravagance of dress, and the prepara- 
tion of luxuries plainly evince that the god of 
this world has the ascendency in their hearts. 
— What traces are there of the footsteps of 
Jesus? "The show of their countenance 
doth witness against them," that they dwell 
not with him, who was meek and lowly in 
heart. Who would know on entering these 
apartments, that those who are there assem- 
bled, profess to be Christians? Listen to 
their conversation. Is it seasoned with salt 
to minister grace to the hearers ? This and 
other evils which exist amongst us, are inju- 
rious to the welfare of our religious society, 
and are turning many from those principles 
which bound us together in the beginning. 
And those principles are still a precious bond 
of union among the faithful servants of Christ, 
Will Anna please to read us these remarks 
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of Legh Richmond respecting vain amuse- 
ments. 

An. '* Serious, consistent Christians must 
resist these things : because the dangerous 
spirit of the world, and the flesh is in them 
all. They are the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world. To be conformed to these 
seductive and more than frivilous scenes, is 
to be conformed to this world, and opposed 
to the character and precepts of Christ. They 
who see no harm in these things are spiritu- 
ally blind, and they who will not hear admo- 
nition against them are spiritually deaf. 
Shun, my dear girls, the pleasures of sin, and 
seek those which are at God's right hand for 
evermore. You cannot love both." 

I hare felt a great desire to know why 
Friends are unwilling to let their children 
learn music. 

Mo. It is one of the fashionable accom- 
plishments of a vain and frivolous world, 
which instead of contributing to that frame 
of mind, in which the fear of the Lord is 
placed before our eyes, stirs up the animal 
passions and feelings, producing a tempera- 
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ment much more likely to strengthen the king- 
dom of Satan, than congenial with the pure* 
self-denying Spirit of the Redeemer. The idle 
songs and immodest pieces set to music, and 
sung in gay circles, and which ought to excite 
the blush of shame, are some of those things 
which should not be. named nor practised a- 
mong Christians. The waste of time, in learn- 
ing music, is moreover very great, while the 
objects of a substantial education are not pro- 
moted. A person taught the use of letters, is put 
into the way of acquiring the various branches 
of useful knowledge, and of improving his in- 
tellectual and moral character, but music 
with all its fascinations cannot enrich the 
mind, nor breathe morality into the heart. It 
is not the foundation of any solid comfort in 
life — ^the stimulus it affords the animal spirits 
soon evaporates, and leaves the mind even 
more destitute than before. It can give no 
rational encouragement, nor hope, nor pros- 
pect, nor furnish any stay in time of storm. 
As it is now cultivated, music leads into light 
and unprofitable company, ^stering a desire 

for personal display and admiration, wholly at 
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variance with Christian modesty and sobrie- 
ty. The zest it gives to festive parties and 
various vain amusements and exhibitions, is 
a strong inducement to visit those scenes of 
frivolity and corruption, which lead down to 
the chambers of death. 

Lu. These objections, mother, apply to 
light tnusic, and are sufficiently conclusive; 
but many religious persons use vocal and in- 
strumental music for devotional purposes. 

Mo. It is true my dear, and we do not 
condemn them, though we cannot unite with 
the practice. Not a few who have joined us 
from other denominations, became dissatis- 
fied with singing hymns adopted by the con- 
gregation indiscriminately, however various 
their conditions and inapplicable to them. 
In some instances, it has been one of the ear- 
liest means of opening their eyes to the emp- 
tiness of a formal worship. Sounds exert a 
powerful charm over the senses, which may 
be readily mistaken for devotional feelings, 
while the heart remains unconvicted, and 
consequently whpn this evanescent sensation 
subsides, is found unchanged. The Apostle 
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Paul exhorted the Christians to be filled with 
the Spirit, '^speaking Xo yourselves in psalms 
and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord." 
Music, however, solemn its tones, cannot 
produce these spiritual songs and melody, 
which proceed from the quickening virtue of 
the Holy Spirit, but would rather interrupt 
and distract the attention, and we have no in- 
timation in the New Testament, that it was 
used iti the primitive Christian churches. I 
will tell you what a pious person of another 
profession, said to me. She rather blamed 
Friends, for excluding music from public 
worship. I asked her seriously, whether on 
being permitted to feel the divine presence, 
and to commune with the Father of Spirits 
she fek at such seasons, any disposition 
to sing. After a pause, she replied, "No: at 
such times quietness is all I desire." May we 
not then, I rejoined, conclude that that which 
seems in this state of mind, repugnant to our 
best feelings, is not calculated to call forth 
true spiritual devotion, and certainly not es- 
sential to divine worship; seeing "God is a 
Spirit" 
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Fa. It will be seasonable now to conclude 
our evening with a portion of Scripture, and 
my mind has been dwelling at intervals on 
the last chapter of the Revelations. 

Mo. Its sublimity and beauty are almost un- 
equalled. Here is the Bible. 

Fa. 1. And he showed me a pure river of 
water of life, 'clear as chrystal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

2. In the midst of the street of it, and on 
either side of the river, was there, the tree 
of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits 
and yielded her fruit every month ; and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 

3. And there shall be no more curse : but 
the throne of God, and of the Lamb shall be 
in it ; and his servants shall serve him : 

4. And they shall see his face; and his 
name shall be in their foreheads. 

5. And there shall be no night there ; and 
they need no candle, neither light of the sun ; 
for the Lord God giveth them light; and they 
shall reign for ever and ever. 
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6. And he said unto me, These sayings aro 
faithful and true. And the Lord God of the 
holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his 
servants the things which must shortly be 
done. 

7. Behold I come quickly. Blessed is he 
that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of 
this book. 

8. And I John saw these things, and heard 
them. And when I had heard and seen, I 
fell down to worship before the feet of the 
angel which showed me these things. 

9. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it 
not, for I am thy fellow servant, and of ^hy 
brethren the prophets, and of fhem which 
keep the sayings of this book. Worship God. 

10. And he saith onto me, Seal not the 
sayings of the prophecy of thid book : for the 
time is at hand. 

1 1. He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still ; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still; and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still ; and he that is holy, let hifii be 
holy stilL 
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12. And behold, I come quickly, and my 
reward is with me, to give to every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be. 

13. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and tlie end, the first and the last. 

14. Blessed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city. 

15. Por without are dogs, and sorcerers, 
and whoremongers, and murderers, and ido- 
laters, and whatsoever loveth and maketh 
a lie. 

16. I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify 
unto you these things in the churches. I am 
the root and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star. 

17. And the Spirit and the bride say 
Come. And let him that heareth say Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And who- 
soever will, let him take the water of life 
freely. 

18. For I testify unto every man that hear- 
eth the words of the prophecy of this book, 
If any man shall add unto these thing^ God 
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shall add unto him the plagues that are writ- 
ten in this book. 

19. And if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book. 

20. He which testifieth these things, saith 
Surely I come quickly: Amen. Even so Come, 
Lord Jesus. 

21. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. Amen. 
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